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Wattle Grove South: Visioning and Values
Community Consultation Summary 

Background
In March 2018, the State Government released the North East Sub-Regional Planning 
Framework (the Framework), identifying Wattle Grove South (shown below) as an Urban 
Expansion/Investigation area. The Framework and the associated recommendations are now 
an adopted position of State Government. The next phases of planning fall under the City of 
Kalamunda’s responsibility. 

At the July 2018 City of Kalamunda (the City) Ordinary Council Meeting (OCM), Council 
considered the Wattle Grove South Feasibility Study (the Study). The Study (available at 
www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/Services/Planning/Major-Projects/Wattle-Grove-South) analyses 
possible planning options for the area.

Council resolved to:  
1. NOTE the Wattle Grove South Feasibility Study, as outlined in Attachment 1. 
2. SUPPORT continuing with the next phases of planning, subject to community consultation 
on the land use options as part of the preparation of the draft District Structure Plan.  
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Community Workshops Summary

To commence the consultation process, the City undertook two community workshops. 
Residents in the Wattle Grove South precinct were informed of the workshops by letter. 
Information on the workshops was also available on the City’s engagement portal. 

Workshops were scheduled at a suitable location nearby to the Wattle Grove community 
(Woodlupine Family and Community Centre) at different times (6pm, Monday 10 September 
and 10am, Wednesday 12 September), yielding 90 and 45 attendees respectively. 
Councillors and City staff were also present. 

At the workshops, the City outlined the strategic planning framework, statutory planning 
processes and physical attributes and regional projects impacting the planning for the area. 

Following the update, attendees were invited to participate in a series of activities. The 
activities were conducted in small groups (approx. five to 10 participants), providing a forum 
for participants to discuss their responses to each activity question, which were captured by 
a table scribe. A detailed summary of the results is below. 

Activity Results
Participants were provided with eight questions designed to gauge the community’s vision 
and values about Wattle Grove as it is now, and how it should look in the future. The results 
below indicate the frequency of a raised topic or theme.

1) What makes Wattle Grove special?
Numbers show that Wattle Grove’s environment, trees and wildlife are what makes the 
area special to the community. 

Holistically, the data reveals three key sub-themes underpinning what makes Wattle 
Grove special, including ‘environment and nature’, ‘lifestyle and amenity’, and ‘economic’ 
values. Of all the reasons listed, most (64%) fell into the ‘lifestyle and amenity’ theme or 
‘environment and nature’ theme (29%). ‘Economic’ values was the least prominent 
theme, with only 7% of the listed qualities. 
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1a) What three things do you love most about Wattle Grove?
Similar to the results yielded in question one, the top three qualities loved most 
about Wattle Grove include its ‘environment, trees and wildlife’, ‘lifestyle’, and the 
‘community spirit’. ‘Environment, trees and wildlife’ was deemed the most endearing 
factor by a significant margin (>50%). 

As per the results in question one, all responses could be related back to three key 
themes; ‘environment and nature’, ‘lifestyle and amenity’ and ‘economic values’, with 
most responses relating to the ‘lifestyle and amenity’ theme (59%). 39% of 
responses related to the ‘environment and nature’ theme and only 6% related to 
‘economic values’. 
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2a) In 20 years time, how would you like Wattle Grove to look and feel in 
terms of block size, land use and density?

Results show strong support for the retention of current zonings and the rural feel of 
Wattle Grove. Many of the attendees envisage large blocks and low density 
residential living when considering the future of the area. 

Whilst the majority support minimal development or change, a change in land use 
options and zoning was seen as necessary for some attendees. At least having the 
option to subdivide (particularly for elderly unable to maintain a large block) or utilise 
for light industrial or commercial was important to this subsection. Key elements of 
this include a desire to see more light industrial or commercial land use and higher 
density residential living.

Land use options for community hubs, schools, parks and aged living were also 
highlighted. Regardless of land use or zoning implications, the need to maintain, 
enhance and preserve the environment was seen as integral to many attendees. 
Adopting a “significant tree register” was one suggestion drawn from these 
conversations. 

The responses can be broken down into four key sub-themes, ‘low 
density/rural/urban’, ‘mixed land use options’, ‘environment and nature’ and 
‘facilities’. Most responses (57%) fell under the ‘low density/rural/urban’ umbrella.
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2b) In 20 years time, how would you like Wattle Grove to look and feel in 
terms of landscape?
Many attendees believe the current block sizes are large enough to service their 
open space needs and therefore additional parks, reserves and facilities are not 
required. 

Some believe the area could be enhanced through additional public open spaces or 
facilities such as walking trails, underground power, barbeque areas and nature 
playgrounds. 

There was support for the enhancement and protection of existing public landscapes 
from all parties.

The results can be broken down into several sub-themes including ‘retention, 
protection and enhancement of what’s existing’, ‘more parks, recreational and 
aesthetic facilities and services’ and ‘development considerations’. Most responses 
fell under the ‘retention, protection and enhancement of existing’ theme (55%), 
whilst 39% supported more parks and recreational spaces. 

Three ‘development considerations’ arose, including a study into the existing flora 
and fauna, creating a balance between environmental and development needs and 
the government leading open space developments through the purchasing of land. 
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2c) In 20 years time, how would you like Wattle Grove to look and feel in 
terms of commercial facilities?
There was strong support from attendees to have the area remain exactly as it is, 
with many noting that their needs were well serviced by surrounding areas. Some 
also supported the stance that more parks and recreational space should be made 
the priority as opposed to commercial or light industrial developments. 

In spite of the desire to keep things exactly the same, some attendees believe that in 
20 years time, they will require more facilities such as liquor stores, local cafes and 
shops, hardware stores, petrol stations and medical centres. The fact that these 
should be small, local and corner store type shops was a key element behind this.

Creating more social and community amenities such as libraries, gathering places 
and tourist attractions was important to a small number of attendees. 

Holistically, the ‘more facilities’ sub-theme received the most support (48%), 
followed closely by the ‘retain as is’ (35%) and ‘community/social amenity’ (17%) 
sub-themes.
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2d) In 20 years time, how would you like Wattle Grove to look and feel in 
terms of transport facilities?
Improved public transport infrastructure and services were a key focus for many 
attendees. This may include local shuttle buses, more bus shelters, improved 
connections to transport hubs, regular buses and more. 

Whilst many believed the public transport needed improvement, a large section was 
also happy with all of the existing transport facilities and felt that no changes were 
necessary. Some were keen to see the prevention of any increased traffic into the 
area. 

The data can be broken down into six key sub-themes including ‘public transport 
infrastructure and facilities’, ‘road network/safety upgrades’, ‘retention of existing’, 
‘aero facilities’, ‘pedestrian and cyclist facilities’ and ‘maintenance and beautification’. 

Of the responses, most related to the ‘public transport infrastructure and facilities’ 
theme (41%) or the retention of how things are now (28%). A small focus was 
placed on the ‘road network/safety upgrades’ theme (13%). 
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3a) What is important for Wattle Grove to thrive in the future?
There was a significant range of responses (40) to the question “what is important 
for Wattle Grove to thrive in the future”. By numbers, the most common were the 
protection, maintenance and enhancement of the environment and nature and 
retention of what is existing/no industrialisation. There was also a strong demand for 
a supportive Council that listens to its constituents. Many were eager to see the rural 
lifestyle maintained, which could be achieved by ensuring that no development takes 
place. 

As responses were so varied, they have been grouped into five key sub-themes; 
‘community and administration’, ‘environment and nature’, ‘retention of existing/no 
industrialisation’, ‘growth, modernisation and opportunity’ and ‘services’. 

The most prominent theme was ‘community and administration’ (30%), which 
relates to the sense of community and support (between community members 
themselves and from Council). Factors include the operation, communication and 
transparency of Council, engaged community members that support each other and 
local business/pursuits, family friendly vibes, planning and rates. 

‘Growth, modernisation and opportunity’ was also a key theme amongst all of the 
elements shared (28%), which includes diversity in land use types (retirement or 
aged care, commercial, light industrial and medium residential density) and more 
employment and economic opportunities. 

Almost equal in prevalence was the ‘retain as is/no industrialisation’ theme (26%), 
where attendees noted their desire to see the rural lifestyle maintained and 
prevention of change. 

The ‘services’ theme largely encompasses facilities or duties that are provided by 
government (local, state or federal), such as maintenance, rates, libraries and 
transport infrastructure, and related to 11% of responses. Five per cent of responses 
fell under the ‘environment and nature’ category. 
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3b) What is important for Wattle Grove to thrive in the future?

When asked which of the above aspects was the most important to Wattle Grove 
thriving, respondents were most likely to state the retention of what is existing/no 
industrial development (44%). Respondents were equally likely to note the 
preservation of the rural lifestyle for future generations (19%) and the protection of 
the environment and nature (18%). Having a choice about land use, drawing 
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younger demographics and maintaining community spirit were also noted on the list 
(6% each). 

Summary

The two community workshops have demonstrated that Wattle Grove is special to the 
community primarily because of its environmental values. For the community, consideration 
of the environment is extremely important when it comes to their desired look and feel of 
Wattle Grove in the future. 

It also highlighted that whilst the environment is important, so is the area’s vibe and rural 
outlook. The large block sizes and the lifestyle they bring instil sense of community, serenity 
and security. The community would like to see these unique characteristics retained into the 
future.

Whilst many community members would like the area to go completely unchanged, there 
appears to be a consensus recognition that more facilities and amenities such as local shops, 
improved public transport and petrol stations would be needed in the future. There also 
appears to be recognition for the need to cater to various age groups as well as creating 
economic growth and employment opportunities. 

Community Survey Summary

Following the community workshops, the City developed a community survey to further 
gauge residents’ vision and values. The survey was available on the City’s online 
engagement portal and in hard copy at City Libraries and Administration Centre. Completed 
surveys could be returned via email, through the engagement portal, by post, or in person 
to any City location. 
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The survey was sent live on 13 September 2018 with an initial closing date of 3 October 
2018. The closing date was shortly revised to 10 October 2018 to allow residents more time 
to submit their feedback. 

At the community workshops, some residents explained they had difficulty using the online 
engagement portal. The City offered to provide assistance, requesting they contact the City 
Administration Building so an officer could assist them through the process. Attendees were 
also reminded that surveys could be completed in hard copy or emailed to the City. 
 

Survey Results

An overview of the key survey statistics is below:
 93 surveys were completed, 66 of which were completed via the engagement portal and 27 

in hard copy. 
 Of those that indicated a gender, most (45) were male compared to female (38). 
 The most common age group to complete the survey was56 – 65 years olds (20), followed 

closely by 46 – 55 year olds (19), followed closely by and 66 – 75 year olds (19). 
 78% of respondents lived in Wattle Grove. Of those that did not live in Wattle Grove, 7% 

resided in the City of Kalamunda and 11% lived outside the City of Kalamunda. 3% did not 
respond this question.

1. What do you love most about Wattle Grove?

This open-ended question allowed residents to share their positive thoughts about 
the area. Common themes that arose from this question were the area’s 
environmental values, the peaceful semi-rural lifestyle and the absence of industrial 
zoning. The responses below have been taken as they appear in the survey and 
therefore may contain spelling or grammatical errors. 

 BEING ABLE TO DRIVE HOME TO SEMI RURAL LIFESTYLE AND ENJOY THE AIR I 
BREATH 

 "Its rural nature, closeness to Perth City, airport and arterial roads. The large 
properties where the younger generation can experience country living and not be 
required to travel any great distance to school, social amenities and sporting 
facilities. It has enables our family for three generations to live a unique lifestyle 
close to nature. It provided the experience (and the responsibility) of looking after 
farm type animal (horses, goats, sheep and chickens) and growing of vegetables and 
picking a variety of fruits, plus the joys of having  pets. Our children learnt how to 
handle farming equipment and to drive motor vehicles in safety on our property. We 
also enjoy the native animals and birds that inhabit the area on our walks. Tragically 
with the urban spread the wild life is suffering greatly and now there is much fighting 
for territory with the land desecration in what the locals call the Gobi desert 
industrial development adjacent the rail bridge. 

 The area is free of industry and commercialism, we don't mind have to travel a few 
minutes to the commercial centres. 

 Who would not wish to live in such a beautiful environment? Our parents had the 
foresight to buy into the Wattle Grove Area (AKA Crystal Brook Valley by locals). 
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They would turn over in their graves if they knew what desecration and destruction 
was being proposed to the area they loved. Should this unique district be handed 
over to Developers (for the sole purpose of making money) it will contribute to global 
warming with the removal of all vegetation. When are we going to stop giving lip 
service to these real events and do something positive towards preventing it? If this 
area is desecrated it is gone for good. Once the bell has been rung it can't be un-
rung. Don't sound the death knell of this magnificent area."

 That there is no industrialization 
 It’s where I live, where I have invested my future. I love being able to see the hills 

and bush.
 Our unique semi-rural lifestyle of green trees, close to nature and NO 

INDUSTRIALISATION.
 Proximity to city and airport
 Proximity to major roads.
 It isn't an industrial area
 We built our own house here because where we live is very quiet peaceful we love 

sitting on our front veranda watching and listing to the birds and wild life we are  
close to all work shops that we need  food shops service stations and hwy ways

 It's un-spoilt semi-rural blend of trees and green properties with livestock next door 
to semi-rural dwellers parking trucks and plant equipment. Equine properties next 
door to people living in the semi-rural oasis in order to have the large sheds to house 
motorsport vehicles. These seemingly contradictory and disparate reasons for living 
in the semi-rural oasis all getting along with common goals for the area: that is for it 
to remain as it is.

 Area
 Flat land, close to things I like, moved here when I was a child and bought the family 

home.
 Being in suburbia with rural surroundings. No industrial areas
 The Semi-rural lifestyle, the tranquillity , the big blocks ,ever present flora and fauna, 

the tree canopy, its ' country' tree lined streets; the sense of community, the 
closeness to the Hills , its safety

 Peace and quiet, large blocks and the rural feeling I get when walking around the 
area.

 Large lifestyle blocks, close to services, the CBD and to the hills and bush land 
 The rural and country atmosphere, wild life
 Mix of semi-rural and residential
 Rural
 Rural lifestyle, Strong community support of current lifestyle.
 The quiet, green, rural lifestyle.  Tall trees, country living, closeness to Perth City, 

good schools and an amazing family lifestyle.  We have had four generations of our 
family live on our property and currently have three generations.  Activities include 
our grandchildren having their own pony, dogs, chickens and an amazing area of 
bush to play in. Our children built here five years ago with the intention of that being 
their forever home next door to us and to have that threatened by people who do 
not understand nor have probably never seen it is not right.

 Proximity to City and great road structure.
 The peacefulness of the larger blocks being surrounded by trees, bush and the 

varied wildlife.
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 The rural setting and community feeling so close to the city. Where else can this be 
found? 

 The peace and quiet of the area. The large trees and beautiful wildlife. It's a very 
serene area.

 The rural lifestyle
 A very quiet area with a relatively unspoilt environment.
 "This special rural area is so unique and unlike any other suburb. It's peaceful, you 

can hear birds, and the trees are mature and full of life. It's common to see people 
walking their horses up and down the road. Who gets to experience that so close to 
the city?!

 It's special. Plus you feel safe here and your neighbours look out for you. 
 National park and a rural feel
 The quiet, family environment. 
 "It has large blocks with lots of trees that provide a home for lots of birds and 

animals.
 It is quiet and has a small amount of road traffic.
 Because of the low population density, everybody knows and trusts each other.
 It is a safe, friendly place."
 I love its pristine natural and green feeling. Here the living condition are really nice 

as the flora and fauna are really preserved. It is a rare quality and that's the reason 
why people are living there and not in the city and that's the reason why I love to 
visit my friend there, to have a green break.

 I like the rural feel & the peace and quiet of the area. Also the large trees and 
beautiful wildlife.

 I love the rural feel amongst the natural environment. I love the birds and the large 
trees and the peaceful feeling I get when I visit and stay in the area.

 "The quiet, the fresh air, the beautiful trees, bush, gardens and birds and the lovely 
hills views.

 The beautiful trees and the peaceful environment. It’s perfect
 "The peaceful nature feeling every time I visit, the many large trees around, and the 

chance to see wild life."
 The green semi-rural setting, with large number of native tress with give the area a 

beautiful outlook.  
 I love the variety of native flora and fauna and the feeling of living in natural 

bushland.  I'm proud to be part of a wildlife corridor and hope that future 
generations can experience seeing black cockatoos, bandicoots, pink and grey galahs 
and blue tongue lizards in their own back yards.

 The peaceful rural setting including the trees, bush, wildlife and the convenient 
location.

 The space. The rural feel. The serenity. The abundant wildlife - many bird species, 
many local plant species. Healthy biodiversity. Low traffic. Peaceful living.

 Large block sizes, the rural atmosphere, proximity to the city and arterial roads, 
community spirit, room for children to play and explore the natural environment, 
Native flora and fauna (esp. the birds), Crystal Brook, 

 "The vegetation, the large trees and the peace and quiet to come and visit the area 
without too much traffic, noise....

 I also really like that it isn't overly build up and developed."
 The rural lifestyle, tree cover and community spirit.
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 The open spaces, nature reserves, large blocks and established trees
 The areas that provide a buffer zone and maintain a semi-rural feel to the area.
 "Having lived at this address for 34 years I think that says it all.
 I grew up in the country and this is country living in the city. The area is a 

community where everyone looks after each other. Having space, fresh air and living 
in a green corridor is a good place to be."

 It is the gateway up into the hills.
 Just 20mins from the CBD out of traffic, and 10 mins into the hills, forest, vineyards, 

and orchards. 
 The way it is right now.  Semi-rural foothills.
 "The Country Feel - Peace; Quiet; Serenity; 
 Flora & Fauna; (bandicoots, waterbirds, ducks, many species of frogs, many species 

of birds including endangered Carnaby and Red Tailed cockatoos,(which drink from 
our horses troughs) occasional possum (very endangered)

 The TREES - homes to birds mentioned above (photos available)
 Friendly neighbourhood - People who support each other; there for each other.  "
 "What I love most about Wattle Grove South is the existing green belt we have 

together with the variety of flora and fauna.
 Of the many and varied people that have come to Wattle Grove South the comment 

has always been how peaceful and unique the area is and how it is a little piece of 
God's paradise."

 "'- within walking distance of 2 national parks
- natural environment
- serenity of surrounds
- community
- no commercial business/light industrial"

 Our little piece of paradise! Why destroy it. lovely friendly neighbours, great for 
children, very safe environment, flora and fauna, neighbours who look out for each 
other, the area is home to white and red tailed, black cockatoos, bandicoots, 
kangaroos etc.

 A sense of space, country living in the city. The flora and fauna. Friendly neighbours 
and a safe environment for children to play. Centrally located with good access to all 
points in Perth. Finally the relaxing nature of the area. 

 The fact that it is not industrial as commercial. It is peaceful tranquil and has lots of 
native birds and animals and flora around us.

 The big bush block, the rural atmosphere, community, the beautiful wildlife and flora 
the creek and waterways, the proximity to amenities

 The rural atmosphere, living in the tree filled land areas. 
 Proximity to CBD and airports. the bird life is also pretty special
 The open feeling of space. the trees and natural bushland
 rural lifestyle, large block to accommodate our needs like many others in the area, 

peaceful surroundings, wildlife, natural bush 
 "The country feel, space, peace and quiet, the serenity!
 Flora and fauna (bandicoots, waterbirds, ducks, many species of frogs)
 The trees, home to many varied bird species including Carnaby and red tailed 

cockatoos which drink from our horses water troughs. Friendly neighbourhood, 
please who support each other."
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 Rural lifestyle. Able to have room for stuff and shed. peaceful surroundings trees, 
wildlife, large block

 It is our home and has been for 58 years. We like the space around us and the 
ability to have a livestock around. 

 Peace and quiet
 Country feeling
 The semi-rural lifestyle that has abundant trees and wildlife that's close to the hills 

and the city.
 Freedom of open space.
 SIZE OF BLOCKS, VARIETY OF LAND USES AND LOCATION 
 WATTLE GROVE IS A PROGRESSIVE, INTERESTING PLACE OF LAND CLOSE TO 

MAIN ROADS, HIGHWAYS, RAIL LINKS AND AIRPORT, IN PARTICULAR WATTLE 
GROVE SOUTH

 LIFESTYLE
 LIFESTYLE
 Location to major roads, the city, airport and large block sizes.
 The trees, the abundance of wildlife, the community, the semi-rural setting, our 

3300m2 of land and our family home on that land, the fact that our children are 
growing up within meters of Crystal Brooke and the most beautiful landscape 
imaginable, but most of all I love the quiet, undisturbed, non-commercial, non-
developed part of Wattle Grove that we live.  We moved to our property in Wattle 
Grove from Forrestfield 4 years ago to get away from the commercialisation and 
constant re-development in the area.  It would be a huge shame to see Wattle Grove 
South head in the same direction.

 The Rural aspect including wide open spaces with trees, birds, native fauna and flora 
and fresh air.

 Location 
 Large block size distance from neighbours 
 Bush land
 Peace and quiet
 Location to major transport routes (Road, Rail and Air), Being at the base of the foot 

hill (independent air currents and circulation), Proximity to City, Sporting complexes 
and Hills (Business and Recreation)

 The quietness of a semi-rural environment. All the trees, wildlife and grasslands
 Being able to live in a beautiful semi-rural area and enjoy the lifestyle we choose to 

live in a location close to the metro area. We also love the very supportive and 
friendly neighbours that make up our community of Wattle Grove South.

 The large, semi-rural blocks that allow people to live their own lifestyle in a location 
close to the city near the beautiful hills of Kalamunda. 

 Tranquillity, natural environment, abundant wildlife, space, close proximity to CBD 
and services

 Room , nature , big block , country style lifestyle close to town
 It is unique due to its natural setting so close to the city
 Geographical location
 The geographical location
 A friendly area
 Location and proximity
 Environment and rural aspect, trees and nature
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 Lifestyle and Work stability 
 Diversification of lifestyle and work (home business) in the area

2. Wattle Grove is important to me because (select top three)? 

Similar to question 1, the area is considered important mostly for its environmental 
values. The community sentiment that exists in the area was also integral to many that 
live in the suburb, followed by block sizes. 
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3. I am most interested in Wattle Grove’s future for the following reasons 
(select top three).

Those that completed the survey have a vested interest in Wattle Grove South, mainly 
because they live in the area now and want to continue to do so in the future. A small 
number of respondents were focussed on undertaking business in the area, buying and 
selling property in the area and travelling through the area. 

4. In 20 years time, I would like Wattle Grove to look and feel like.

Most respondents were eager to see the area remain exactly as is, without the provision of 
additional shops, services, or anything that might require industrial zoning. Residents were 
eager to retain their block sizes and tranquil, peaceful lifestyle amongst the native flora and 
fauna. 

A small number of respondents believe that block sizes should be reduced but retain their 
residential zoning, and a small number believe there needed to be a harmonious balance 
between growth and preservation of the environment and the areas values. 

 There was also a small representation of respondents wanting to see more industrial or 
commercial zoning. 

The below responses have been taken as they appear in the survey and therefore may 
contain spelling or grammatical errors. 

 TO STAY THE SAME WITH MAYBE A BLOCK SIZE OF MINIMUM I ACRE FOR OTHER 
PEOPLE TO BUILD NICE HOMES AND MAKE A UNIQUE AREA TO LIVE.

 Exactly as it is - don't stuff it up as it is a rare environment. Keep the greedy 
Developers out as they have no concern for the havoc and the environmental 
destruction they leave behind; their entire focus is on making money. No matter 
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what environmental conditions are imposed on Developers they will seek away 
around those conditions, or comply with the minimal they can get away with. Let us 
leave a heritage for our children and our grandchildren that you, the CoK, could point 
to with pride and state "we looked after the needs of future generations to come" by 
preserving this magnificent area. What foresight in maintaining the "lungs of Perth".

 Exactly as it is now.
 "A home in the Forrest with significant green belts, parks and environmental 

recreational areas. 
 Keep it as it is now, a beautiful green foothills area to raise young families in a 

Hobby Farm environment, where they can have a horse and learn to care for nature 
and protect this unique lifestyle for future generations.

 Kewdale business area
 I would like the area to be more an estate feel with attractive landscaping. 
 Exactly the way it is now
 I would like wattle grove to be the urban serine home area  that we have built our 

home in and to allow our children and grandchildren to enjoy all the wild life at our 
front door 

 In 20 years’ time I would like Wattle Grove to look & feel like: it does now. This is 
supported not only by a clear majority of the local community but also by the Water 
corporations assertion that provision of reticulated sewerage in the short to medium 
term is not an economically realistic proposition. Therefore it is in the City of 
Kalamunda's interest to concede that in-organic or forced development of this area is 
not economically viable and indeed safeguarding this area as it stands will make it a 
much more sought after and valuable resource to the Shire into the medium and 
long term future as other semi-rural areas that have more financially viable access to 
reticulated sewerage become developed, areas such as Wattle Grove will become 
heavily sought after.

 An Industrial Area
 "Any other well maintained estate with parks, walk tracks, school, community 

centre.”
 Exactly the same 
 Exactly as it is now. It is a jewel in the crown environment and in the future will 

become prized by urbanites seeking a tree change and wanting to get away from the 
rat race. It must retain its semi-rural tranquil ambience and provide a green pathway 
to the Hills tourism precinct. The hills and foothills are the lungs of Perth and must 
be retained for its natural beauty for the benefit of all.

 Safe, Quiet, family friendly, community orientated. Protecting its native flora and 
fauna.

 A bushland suburb with a combination of medium to large residential bush style and 
lifestyle blocks, including parklands and improved access

 Like it to be subdivided into say half acre lots and still have the rural feel.
 A green residential suburb
 Rural - where I am located in Wattle Grove
 To continue as it is.
 We have been here for 45 years and I would like to see Wattle Grove to stay as it is 

now.  The trees, the bush, the lifestyle have changed very little in the time we have 
lived here and we would like this to continue.  A pretty green belt around the built-
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up areas on the way up to the hills.  The "lungs of the City" has been mentioned in 
regard to other Cities, and it also relates to Wattle Grove rural areas.

 Fully developed
 The same as it is today - a beautiful greenbelt area where one wakes up to birds in 

the trees and where one is surrounded by space and neighbours are not too close.
 I would like wattle grove to still have that rural feeling where people visiting from 

city urban areas feel like they have spent the afternoon in the country. 
 Preserved in its current state. Green areas are becoming rare in Perth and this area 

should be viewed as an asset. More and more people are seeking a tree change to 
escape the hustle and bustle of the city and South Wattle Grove will be even more 
valuable in 20 years’ time if it is kept the same. I want this area to remain as is.

 Exactly as it is at present. Large block sizes and no industry which will result in a lot 
more traffic in the area

 Pretty much as it is now....without Industry and without excessive clearing.
 Exactly the same. It's an amazing place to live. 
 Special Rural
 The same as it is now. 
 EXACTLY THE SAME AS NOW!!!!
 I would like it to be still this beautiful and preserved area of peace and nature, where 

I could leave not far away from the city but enjoying the pleasure a rural lifestyle.
 I would like Wattle Grove to look and feel the same.
 The same as it does today.  I really value the green spaces and natural environs 

around the space I choose to live. They are an asset. They give comfort and foster 
good health in the engagement they encourage. We should preserve these kind of 
space for those who come after us to appreciate and enjoy as I do today.

 Well managed, restored bushland and waterways connected by walk and bicycle 
trails to recreation areas, schools, shops. Better public transport. Increased tree 
canopy and increased populations of native fauna. A leafy and cool suburb that is 
highly sought after as a family friendly place to raise children in a natural setting.  

 It's already perfect. Don’t change a thing.
 "Much the same as it is now, maybe with facilitation for residents and visitors to 
 Access the nature values and peaceful natural feeling.
 Time spent with nature is increasingly recognised as important for mental health, but 

trees and natural places are fast disappearing from the suburbs of Perth. Hence 
places like Wattle Grove will become increasingly sought after and valuable in the 
future, if these precious qualities are preserved."

 A green belt which will stand out as a home to a wide variety of fauna and flora 
where people will come to get away from the build-up "concert jungle".  

 In 20 years’ time, I would hope that Wattle Grove still looks and feels like it does 
now; that it continues to be a green, leafy suburb and wildlife corridor for all of the 
birds and animals that we currently see.

 Much the same as it is now, I would like it to continue to have a rural feel with 
abundant trees, bush and wildlife.

 I like it exactly as it is and Wattle Grove is special to the world. I want it to be 
exactly as it is in 20 years’ time.

 Exactly as it does today! I have watched the shire carve up Wattle Grove (either side 
of Hale Road) and Forrestfield (Hawtin Road) and do not want that to happen here. 
Once the carve up takes place, you can't get the land back. Think about Kings Park 
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and the forward thinking individuals who set that land aside. Kalamunda Shire should 
think in a similar fashion.

 "Preserved it as it is! It is something so unique not to have another suburb stripped 
of its natural beauty and replace with disgusting, sterile, cramped suburb.

 I would like Wattle Grove to look and feel the same. Highlight it and make it the 
natural place where all people would envy and want to visit.

 A semi-rural area that continues to provide a smooth transition from the 
metropolitan areas of Perth to the rural and state park areas of the hills.  This shall 
offer a gateway to the Greater Perth Hinterland, tree cover & canopy, maintain 
natural and native wildlife and vegetation and ensure we avoid the confronting mix 
of urban/rural, industrial/rural patchwork seen in other locales of poor urban 
planning.

 Still have a rural feel with large blocks and heaps of established trees and parks- 
much the same as now.

 A suburb which maintains areas with a semi-rural feel and not an endless sea of 
tree-less suburbia. I think the area could be developed to have more public 
space/recreational/wildlife preservation areas. A train station would be fantastic to 
provide a viable alternative to driving.

 Like it is now with large open spaces and semi-rural properties. A green belt with 
trees and no pollution.

 I would like Wattle Grove to retain its dense vegetation and larger blocks.
 country in the city
 Just the way it is right now.
 Exactly as it is now!  Present and future residents will be proud and grateful that 

Environmental Responsibility and common sense prevailed to retain this awesome 
semi-rural area. Home to many and varied native flora and fauna as mentioned 
above.

 Stay exactly as it is - it is a beautiful place and the existing green belt needs to be 
preserved.

 it is as it is not and to be reserved for future generations to enjoy
 I would love to see wattle grove stay the same. I wouldn't change a thing. leave it 

ALONE
 A beacon for urban planners that you can retain rural lots in suburbia. Smart 

planning can avoid creating a sea of roofs in the foothills. The sense of space is 
beneficial and appealing to surrounding residents.

 A sanctuary for people and animals preserved just as it is now with no 
industrialisation. a gateway and sentinel for our beautiful national parks. a place for 
visitors to walk and enjoy the natural green space and pass through to enjoy tourism 
in the hills

 Like a beautiful green oasis. An escape from the rat race. A place where environment 
provides peace and calm. A sense of open space where your neighbours are near 
enough to be great friends but not piled on top of your boundary line. the gateway 
and gatekeeper of the Perth hills

 A rural living environment with 2.5 to 10 acre farm lots
 A family friendly place with good parks and walking tracks following crystal brook up 

into the hills. Open up this so called rare and endangered fauna and flora for all to 
enjoy. large public open spaces along this brook then this may constitute a tourist 
drawcard opening to the hills
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 As it does today, unspoilt by industry
 Maintain its uniqueness and rural area. The same as it is now, with NO 

INDUSTRIALISATION. we could subdivide blocks for residential only development 
where others can enjoy this beautiful area 

 Exactly the way it is (2018). Present and future residents of wattle grove south will 
be proud and grateful that environmental responsibility and common sense prevailed 
to retain this awesome semi-rural area. home to many and varied native flora and 
fauna as previously mentioned

 Keep it the same or maybe divide blocks into 6.25 acres so other people can build 
beautiful homes to live in this already existing lifestyle

 This is quite irrelevant because it will be overtaken for industrial use as the 
government wishes!!!

 As it is now
 It is now
 I see Wattle Grove with block sizes no smaller than half an acre that can retain the 

trees and wildlife
 Similar to what exists now but with more tree cover.
 GOD SIZE BLOCKS OF LAND, STILL HAVE A VARIETY OF LAND USES (BUISNESS, 

RURAL STYLE LIVING, STOCK COWS, SHEEP, HORSES ECT AND RECREATIONAL 
USES)

 AN OPPORTUNITY FOR FAMILY AND BUISNESS TO GROW AND THRIVE, AND TO 
LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY TO FAMILY AND CITY OF KALAMUNDA

 I WOULD LIKE WATTLE GROVE TO LOOK LIKE IT DOES NOW!!
 AS IT IS NOW
 Modern, well designed housing and business area
 "EXACTLY THE WAY IT DOES NOW!
 What a shame it would be to see this beautiful area, where we have chosen to bring 

up our children, and in the future, our grandchildren destroyed.
 Please remember, the majority of the Wattle Grove South community, chooses to live 

in this area because they do not want to live in built-up, commercialised areas.  
 Why would the council want to take that away from us?"
 I would hope that the region has the same land use as now. I want the flora and 

fauna to continue without disruption. I want the property sizes to remain the same 
with no reduced size in landholdings. I want there to be a rural area for my children 
and their children to enjoy.

 The same as it is now
 A commercial hub with a strong emphasis on the retention of buffer zones that can 

accommodate large scale trees.
 An industrial precinct that supports family values, employment and commercial 

enterprises / business
 The potential for the whole of the section west of Brentwood Rd (where all owners 

are in agreement with the Industrial Re-zoning proposal) becoming a demonstration 
site for multi-purpose complex / business use that incorporates the latest in green 
infrastructure and innovations in water harvesting, heat mitigation, energy 
conservation --- etc

 The same as it does now - large acreage properties with lots of trees and grasslands
 It hasn't changed in 20 years, except with more trees to combat pollution from other 

industrial areas.
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 It hasn't changed in the past 20 years, with more native flora to support the fauna of 
the area

 "Ideally, the same.”
 If development was necessary - I would like Wattle Grove to keep its rural feel with 

blocks still a decent size (perhaps 2000m) with as much of the environment 
maintained as possible. 

 I hope my family will still be able to live in the area and not be forced to move due 
to over development."

 It does now, a residential community that is an ecofriendly model for other to follow 
with regard public spaces, street and house design, power sources, etc

 A bustling viable business area operating within an aesthetically pleasing business 
park 

 A bustling viable business area, operating within an aesthetically pleasing business 
park

 A neat and pleasant mix of all facets of a thriving community which includes 
industrial, commercial, residential, maintained public open spaces including youth 
sports facilities 

 To have a harmonious life style with all the practical services
 Comfortable community with necessary facilities required
 A greener breathing place and environment close to rental and a buffer between the 

scarp and the developed areas 
 Thriving diverse community
 Area to raise my family with suitable parks, walking paths and shops
 Well-developed community area with shops, public open space, residential, light 

industrial and education within reasonable distance 
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5. Which of the following are needed most in Wattle Grove?

The most popular response to “what is needed most in Wattle Grove”, was that nothing was 
required, and the area should remain as is. This was only the most popular response by a 
small margin, with the preservation of environmental values a close second. More public 
open space was the third most needed change. 

There was also a subsection that believed better road and public transport infrastructure 
were important. 

6. The single most important thing when it comes to Wattle Grove thriving in 
the future is.

When asked what the most important thing to Wattle Grove thriving in the future is, 
respondents were most likely to note the absence of industrial zoning and to keep the area 
as it currently exists. Preservation of the environment and environmental values were also 
popular responses. 

There were a small number who were focussed on employment, change in the area’s 
zonings and a careful mix of zoning types to facilitate growth. 

The responses below have been taken as they appear in the survey and therefore may 
contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

 KEEPING ITS NATURAL LANDSCAPE
 "To leave the area of Wattle Grove as it stands. Developers cannot and will not be 

able to improve upon this magnificent environment. Several times a week we see 
groups bike riders traveling Crystal Brook road on their way to and from the hills. 
Why? Because of the scenic route they can ride through. Would they wish to cycle 
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on an expanded road system carrying heavy duty road vehicles and lined with metal 
box factory units. No they most certainly would not. The cyclist come from Perth 
environs, park their vehicles off the road in specific areas and  go for their bike ride 
up the Kalamunda, have a coffee at a local shop and cycle back to their vehicle and 
head back to the concrete jungle or to their handkerchief size block. If it ain't broke 
don't try to fix it. It is working for the community as it stands.

 That. No Industrialization happen ever
 Diverse lifestyle options that protects our wonderful environment.
 To put to bed the idea of Industrialisation in Wattle Grove South and retain the rural 

feel, sub division to 1 acre blocks would keep it that way - perfect for a Hobby Farm 
family lifestyle and too small for Industrialisation.

 Jobs and commercial/industrial development 
 The wider community must recognise and value the location advantage Wattle Grove 

offers.
 It doesn't become an industrial area
 the area of wattle grove that i live in dose not need to thrive in the future when 

people move on from this little unique  area that we are in other people will move 
here for the same reason  that we built in the first place peace quiet and wild life 

 The City of Kalamunda not constantly being led by one or two greedy local agitators 
but maintaining and reflecting comprehensive community consultation. The Shire 
knows full well that 85-95% of the residents of this area are against in-organic or 
forced development, be it light industrial or "urban" type zonings. Yet a "workshop" 
attended by 20 or 30 people has in the past been considered by the Shire (as it was) 
as evidence of community consultation. This is patently false and should not be the 
manner in which the City of Kalamunda consults with the community of Wattle Grove 
east of the Tonkin in future or any of their "community consultations" come to that.

 Employment
 A sense of community. More retirement villages and housing for elderly.
 Keeping Wattle Grove as it is
 The most important measure for Wattle Grove to thrive in the future is for its elected 

Councillors to proactively conserve and preserve this natural area and to resist all 
efforts by developers to carve it up for unneeded factories and industrial Units. 
Councillors need to develop the unique 'green ' reputation of this foothills and Hills 
area to promote tourism both local and overseas. 

 Keeping with the big blocks, close to the CBD which makes you feel like you are in 
the country but only 20min from Perth

 Maintaining the bushland feel whilst supporting residential development
 Wattle Grove doesn’t need an industrial area. There is plenty of industrial space in 

high Wycombe, Kewdale, Welshpool, Walliston, and adjacent Gosnells
 more people living here
 Expand it's significance as a green buffer zone between outer suburbia and native 

forest. 
 To leave it as it is!  This is an area that the residents have chosen to live according 

to the current lifestyle offered. Areas like this are few and far between and should be 
protected.  As the block size has decreased with special-rural size there have been 
more new homes built on these blocks and 1 hectare size is adequate for a semi-
rural size lifestyle.  

 To stay as it is.
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 Local government support in keeping the special rural zoning. 
 To preserve the natural beauty, lifestyle, look and feel of the area as it stands. The 

trees, open spaces and serene feeling are an asset which much not be interfered 
with.

 Leave the current zonings alone. Rezoning as proposed is a rate grab by the City of 
Kalamunda and will destroy the lifestyle of the current residents

 We have enough Industrial areas in Perth....keep more green spaces like Wattle 
Grove.

 To retain its rural feel and beauty. Do no mess with this area. We love it as it is. 
 Leave it as it is. We moved here because it's Wattle Grove, special rural
 The environment being protected and the family lifestyle staying as it is. 
 LEAVING IT AS IT IS NOW !!!!!
 That it doesn't harm the beautiful ecosystem preserved up there!
 To maintain it’s semi-rural feel. To not touch it. If it ain’t broke don’t fix it.
 Preserving its natural beauty as it is today. so it can remain a sanctuary and example 

of good management. Appreciate respect and look after the landscape so it can 
continue to give long into the future.

 Maintaining and improving the quiet, natural, leafy, rural quality of life here as it's 
becoming very rare and sough after in Perth.

 Maintaining the environment, keeping the trees, Don't mess with perfection.
 "Keeping the peacefulness and nature values of Wattle Grove South. Preserving its 

beauty and character.
 To preserve it's unique semi-rural setting which in time will become a foothills 

attraction. 
 For Shire Councillors and Developers to understand that people have chosen to live 

in Wattle Grove because they like the way it currently is.  They did not buy into the 
area to see it turned into an industrial zone.

 The wellbeing of the residents and their security including that their wishes and 
desires are listened to and respected by government organisations.

 "I want it to stay exactly as it is. I want no industrialization. I want no urbanization. 
Urbanization and industrialization are unsustainable and destroy, pollute and kill 
nature. 

 Getting the Shire to see the value of leaving it alone!
 "To maintain the natural elements making this place such a precious place in Perth!
 Maintenance of the current zoning, calm traffic patterns, vegetation and wildlife mix 

and community make-up.  Light Industrial or higher-density urban development will 
destroy an extremely important gateway zone to the Perth region!!

 The large trees! which then supports the fauna!
 It very much depends on what is meant by 'thriving'.  If you mean has the most 

people it can. Derives the highest rates etc then I would decline to answer. If you 
want a healthy, happy balance in the context of a larger area, then it is very valuable 
to maintain varying block sizes, vegetation and not over-populate. 

 For the area to remain as a green belt with larger properties. It is a unique area that 
provides a buffer and a wonderful entrance to the hills.

 "Wattle Grove continues to give people the opportunity to live on larger blocks and 
that enables a life style that a small suburban block cannot give. It is important the a 
area retains its none suburbia feel, it is the gateway into the hills, it gives an inviting 
introduction to the hills. It also is home to our native flora and fauna. 
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 Appreciating the environmental value of retaining the hectare blocks, and respecting 
the value and opinions of the long term residents who live there. 

 For politicians and developers to keep their hands off it. 
 "For it to remain as it is. NO FRILLS ATTACHED! For our elected representatives to 

'Walk the Walk' and as the City of Kalamunda website says 'act in the interests of the 
local community.'  Live and respect the Kalamunda Motto ""A Home in the Forest"" 
(The Noongar Land on which we stand!

 Leave the Trees! Leave the Space! Absolutely No Industry! 
 No industrialisation or commercialization of Wattle Grove South
 To be left as it is now - no industrialisation
 Keep it the way it is. don’t change a thing. my family live in wattle grove to enjoy a 

rural lifestyle please don’t take that away from us
 Don’t allow a few greedy landowners dictating the urbanisation of this unique area. I 

constantly remind myself how privileged I am to live in this area, so I am determined 
to try to preserve it for future generations. We have enough land in Perth to 
maintain buffer zones with larger properties. 

 No industrialisation or commercial enterprises of any kind. To remain as it is now as 
a safe and healthy environment for residents, visitors and native plants and animals 
as well as our own pets. to remain as a buffer zone from high density living and to 
be a place of transition to the national parks and hills

 Protecting the unique community and environment here. it is so special to have an 
area filled with greenery. Creeks, sheep, orchards, horses cows, bees and native 
wildlife. It gives children opportunity to be outside and safe environment and teach 
them life skills and problem solving. barefoot in the dirt is the best childhood

 Give people a reason to come here. Currently there is nothing to draw people here. 
no shops, cafes or commercial infrastructure of any kind. IT IS A NO MANS LAND. 
We have to go outside the area for any type of entertainment or recreation. The 
local community has no real point or meeting place. Sorry I paint a pretty bleak 
picture of this area@ friendly neighbourhood would be a step forward. 

 To keep the area unspoilt. not allowing industrialisation into the area
 Not to allow industrialisation as it will ruin this area
 For it is stay as it is, no frill attached. for our elected representatives to walk the walk 

and as the city of Kalamunda website says act in the interests of the local community 
and live and respect the Kalamunda motto a home in the forest. Leave the trees! 
Leave the space! no industry

 Making this a section of beautiful homes as what has started here already
 Whatever the government (local and state) feels would be best for it, because when 

it comes to the crunch they are the ones that will have the last say unfortunately!!
 As is
 As is
 To keep it as a green belt between the suburbs and industrial lands and the hills
 Maintaining its existing planning Zone.
 ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE
 COMMERCIAL AND NIGHT INDUSTRIAL ZONES TO ACCOMODATE THE NEEDS OF 

THE CITY OF KALAMUNDA - NOW AND IN THE FUTURE
 I WOULD LIKE YO SEE THIS BEAUTIFUL PLACE OF LAND TO REMAIN AS IT IS NOW. 

PLEASE LEAVE IT ALONE!!!
 SAVE THE TREES, THE LUNGS FOR KALAMUNDA
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 Best planning to see its best potential in housing and business development as it is 
so well located.

 To be left as a semi-rural area with no redevelopment or commercialisation taking 
place - there are not many areas that are as close to the CBD, are as amazingly 
beautiful, and full of wildlife and trees as Wattle Grove South. Don't destroy that for 
future generations... 

 For council and WAPC to recognise the need for this environment as a strategic 
wildlife regeneration and conservation area

 It is thriving now apart from talk of development which is hindering home purchases 
and sales for newcomers to experience this lifestyle 

 Recognising that this proposed re-zoning portion of Wattle Grove is part of the 
broader region; and that in all, or in part, is located such that it presents unique 
opportunities that can serve the surrounding community needs as well as 
complement the array of dynamics that give a district /region the ongoing resilience 
it needs to survive and thrive across generations.  

 Sustaining the rural balance, this adds an additional barrier to protect wildlife 
entering from surrounding National Parks

 No industrialisation or redevelopment/rezoning
 No industrialisation or redevelopment
 Not being rezoned as industrial. 
 Keeping it semi-rural 
 Sensible rezoning for urbanisation that invests in protecting and integrating with the 

existing natural setting and lifestyle.
 A suitable mix of residence, work opportunities, including shops, restaurants and 

commercial outlet
 A good mix of residential and work places areas
 Public transport for future increased population
 Being a unique area with access to the city as well as offering a rural outlook
 Mixed residence and commercial light industry work opportunities
 Close proximity of workplace
 Job opportunities to cater for increased population 

7. Any further comments.

When provide with the opportunity to detail more comments, respondents largely noted 
their desire for the area to remain without industrial zoning. 

There was a small representation of respondents who were keen to see change, growth and 
development. 

The responses below have been taken as they appear in the survey and therefore may 
contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

 DEFINITELY NO INDUSTRIAL
 Listen to the majority of the community, not the few Business people. Ignore the 

expectations of the community at your peril; it will not stand for another snub from 
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Council as was the case with the move to City status. Council, you are there to serve 
the Community, not your own aspirations.

 "It is high time that the City of Kalamunda listen to the vast majority of Residents of 
this Crystal Brook Valley or Wattle Grove South as the administration demeaning you 
call it ant stop any industrialization. Any person at the workshops would have got the 
message that any industrialization should be taken off the table. Shame on the CoK 
and councilors for even considering such a stupid future for the beautiful Crystal 
Brook Valley. Wake up and do the decent thing and get rid of any consideration of 
Industrialization. A proven fake report full of factual errors which 

 Councillors are aware of now should be destroyed and the simple overweening desire 
of residence for No Industrialization should be auctioned on immediately. An enqury 
should be undertaken into this whole deceitful attempt the industrialize our homes 
our Crystal Brook Valley. Hang your heads in shame all persons involved. No 
Industrialization not now not ever and in no part of this area."

 No industrialisation in Wattle Grove. 
 Keep our tree lined Crystal Brook Road free from heavy trucks entering the area, 

with Tonkin Highway and Welshpool Road close by their is no need for heavy trucks 
here. All of our roads/streets are cul-de-sac, we enter and exit from Crystal Brook 
Road - not conducive to heavy haulage. Keep Wattle Grove South Industrial free.

 It's hypocritical for people who live in east perth but conduct business in wattle 
grove to stop others running businesses in  wattle grove. It's also odd that someone 
on a 670sqm house block in wattle grove be so rigidly against development of any 
kind when their own block was part of a farm two decades ago.

 Cell 9 has been poorly planned with inconsistent fencing, lighting, footpaths etc. 
There was no provisions for public open space such as a sporting oval. There are still 
road with no footpaths and kids have to ride on the road. A new estate in Wattle 
Grove south can't have this same problem. It must be properly planned and 
enforced.

 I do not want this area to become an industrial area
 Just leave us alone.... stop constantly eyeing this area as a potential to line your 

pockets or the pockets of some of your buddies and instead honestly reflect the 
wants and desires of those who live here. After 14 years of fighting against the 
wishes of this community deep down you know what we want and yet still you 
harass us with seemingly constant agitation that conflicts with our wants and 
desires. Just stop it!

 "I support the re-zoning of my area to residential and would like to thank the City for 
all their hard work to get it to this stage.

 All residents of Ridley road would like to see it happen sooner rather than later.
 I would like to bring it to the attention of the City, if they are looking for land for 

retirement villages, Ridley road and surrounding properties would be ideal as we are 
located near the Gavour road village."

 No industrial areas wanted or needed 
 The City of Kalamunda, similar to beach side Councils, has a responsibility not only to 

people who live in the City but to the whole of Perth to actively protect and conserve 
the hills environment, tree canopy and native flora and fauna. It will become 
increasingly desirable for urbanites to 'head for the hills' for relief from the crush, 
noise and traffic of densily populated suburbs.  Reject any form of Industrialisation 
or Commercialisation of semi -rural Wattle Grove!! There is no need for it but there is 
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a pressing and urgent need for the City to proactively conserve this natural 
environment.

 Keep Wattle Grove Rural. Don’t make our beautiful suburb like everywhere else. And 
instead embrace it amazing qualities and uniqueness. 

 I am not against half acre subdivision. That way the rural feel is still retained.
 Considerable possibility to expand eco/tourism type businesses in the area should be 

considered.  Protection of nearby water catchment areas with a buffer is essential.  
Retaining a wildlife buffer between is essential.

 Please listen to us.  The majority of the residents want to continue living this ideal 
lifestyle, and those that don't can sell on to someone who does. Kalamunda 
Councillors are supposed to support the local residents, not threaten us.  Please look 
at the long term implications of what would happen.  The Shire of Kalamunda had a 
slogan "A forest in the Hills". Please listen to us and keep it rural.

 "Why is this not a registered survey where you need to prove you live within the 
boundaries affected? I could be an imposter who knows who lives in 16 Crystal 
Brook Rd and submits a survey on their behalf. Conversely, what is to stop me 
submitting hundreds of surveys using different addresses? Is it in my interest to get 
all my family members to submit a survey? I am sure the greenies are doing just 
that!

 Also, why is there not a simple question of ""do you support any form of 
development or not?"" I am sure a great deal of people in this area want their 
property to go up in value, and redevelopment brings that.

 This survey, like the survey at the meeting at Woodlupine, is very heavily swayed to 
the very vocal and extremely rude tree huggers."

 Please respect this beautiful area for what it is - a precious greenbelt area that sets 
the character for the Kalamunda area.

 I reject to the industrialisation of wattle grove.
 Listen to the majority of residents who live in South Wattle Grove. They love the area 

as is and do not want it to change.
 Please listen to the local residents who will have their much beloved lifestyle 

destroyed by the proposed rezonings
 This is an important opportunity for the City to truly listen to the people who live in 

this precious area. We love the area as it is and we do not want our area changed. 
Please respect the wishes of the majority of residents who live in South Wattle 
Grove.  

 I do not want or will not encourage any industrial development 
 "I AM HAPPY WITH RURAL WATTLE GROVE AS IT IS NOW.
 I DO NOT WANT TO SUBDIVIDE OUR PROPERTY TO MAKE A FEW QUICK DOLLARS. 
 I DESPISE THE FEW LAND SPECULATORS THAT LIVE HERE WHO WANT TO 

DESTROY OUR SUBURB BY INTRODUCING HIGH DENSITY LAND SUB-DIVISION.
 I DESPISE ALL COUNCILLORS AND STAFF THAT ARE INFLUENCED BY THEM."

 Listen to the majority of residents who live in South Wattle Grove. They love the area 
as is and do not want it to change.

 As a friend to residents of south wattle grove i would just reiterate that they love the 
area just as it is and preserved as it is. Let it remain and be a peaceful well loved 
and cared for place, with much natural beauty and wildlife for all who visit and 
choose to live there. 
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 Keep it rural and don't rezone to industrial or urban.Stop building huge impersonal 
aged care developments. These huge complexes are like sterile prisons and do not 
contribute to the community. The inmates don't interact with the rest of the 
community and make the suburb lose its character. We need a mix of different 
residences for families  and young people to keep Wattle Grove a good place to live - 
not an aged care and industrial warehouse ghetto. There are other models of aged 
care - lower density group homes (eg the Abbeyfield model) that are more healthy 
for both residents and the community. Industry in this lovely foothills setting will 
destroy the amenity. There should be no industry east of Tonkin Hwy. The existing 
industrial rust belts in Kewdale,.Maddington, kenwick etc are  built on the false 
premises of endless resources, squandering of fossil fuels, pollution and depletion of 
groundwater and greed. They will not be sustainable over the rapidly changing 
economic conditions, changing demand for goods and services and in the face of 
climate change.

 "Keep wattle Grove as is, Don't change anything. "
 The current notion of industrialisation of some parts of Wattle Grove is absolute 

madness, this mouths to environmental vandilisation. One only have to look at the 
development going on at the corner of Hale Road and Welshpool Road East to see 
how ugly the foothills will become with large unsightly building structures and heavy 
vehicles and increased traffic. There are huge environmental and pollution risk to a 
unique and beautiful area which is home to large number of native animals, many of 
these animals will become road kill.   

 It is disappointing that Kalamunda Shire is even considering making any part of 
Wattle Grove an industrial area.  The Kalamunda Shire logo is gum leaves and gum 
nuts and their vision includes "valuing nature".  I would hope that Kalamunda Shire 
follows its vision in valuing nature.

 I want it to stay exactly as it is. I want no industrialization. I want no urbanization. 
 It would be great to feel (and believe) that the shire is listening to the residents and 

not catering to the needs of a small, select group of business interests.
 The community is utterly opposed and totally appalled at this proposed change in the 

area we love, and where we've invested, grown and live.  Continuous cynical, rates 
driven expansion of the metropolitan areas of Perth is NOT a positive step, and a 
more careful and strategic approach is necessary to ensure protection of both long-
term resident welfare and lifestyle , environmental protection, tourist and visitor 
amenity  sustainability (not least the enablement of carbon-neutral development) 
and a better future for our children.  Sometimes residents are more important than 
rates.  And residents vote.

 This survey is very poorly constructed and is aimed squarely ate the green 
contingent in the area (and outside). There should be a simple survey sent to all 
directly affected land owners only with questions along the line of "do you want 
redevelopment". Not airy fairy questions of what you want Wattle Grove to look like 
in 20 years. I will probably not be on this earth then!

 Please don't do wholesale clearing. If you do rezone and infill- regulate any clearing 
and make people build around established trees and areas of bush!

 There is an over supply of industrial land and many vacant premises in the existing 
industrial areas within the city of Kalamunda and surrounding councils. It makes 
more sense to redevelop and refurbish the existing areas and maximise the 
infrastructure already in place.
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 The fact that there is no sewage in this area, it is important this be taken into 
account when planning any changes. It is a pity there is not a link to the Brixton 
street wet lands and that no planning has gone in to connecting the bush corridors, 
the high ways seem to have had priority. To sink a potion of the road and design an 
intersection that would allow for the two bush areas to connect would give the 
opportunity for the wet lands to be utilised by the community, with a diverse amount 
of activity such as walk/ cycle trails, bird watching, nature play areas. This would and 
could be an area enjoyed by many, including overseas visitors. Rather than filling up 
our natural environment with industrial buildings. It would be nice for some out of 
the box thinking. Seriously consider what the intersection at Welshpool Rd and 
Tonkin High Way could look like, maybe the intersection would go under ground and 
allow for land to be reclaimed and the bush areas to be reconnected which would 
give a new dimension to the bottom of the hill. I can only imagine what it could look 
like. Please give it ago😊

 Don't allow flight paths to be diverted over Wattle Grove please!
 No industrial or high-density residential development east of Tonkin Hwy.
 This area is our home and the homes of many including the native flora and fauna 

previously mentioned. 
 Our Castles! 
 Family, grandchildren and neighbourhood children come together. They play and 

learn in a natural environment. Plenty of healthy activities in the great outdoors right 
here! Able to engage with pets and animals - chooks, horses, goat, dogs, as well as 
observing the native flora and fauna mentioned above."

 I reject any form of industrialisation/commercialization of this environmentally 
beautiful area.

 Why has there been an increase in temperatures and less rain throughout Australia. 
Climate change. In layman’s terms - clearing of green belts like wattle grove and 
crippling the country with the establishment of light industry/urban areas. 
Developers bulldoze whatever is in sight. they don’t care about the environment. 
look at the wetlands opposite hale road/welshpool rd junction. an embarrassment to 
the start of the pristine wattle grove/foothills and tourist region of Kalamunda. look 
after the residents/community currently living in the area and forget about the $$ 
that can be made for rezoning.

 Wattle grove is a fantastic place to live why destroy the only little piece of paradise 
we have left it is criminal. please just leave it as is

 Being an elevator technician i have no choice but working in the city, my home is my 
sanctuary, it is very important for my mental welbeing

 Instead of destroying thriving communities for industrial areas re model existing 
industrial areas and make them more efficient. also suggest studying factories of the 
future as very little manpower will be needed and look into the tourist (dollar 
revenue) especially with direct flights now occurring with Perth to London and one 
planned from india/perth. known fact tourism greatly increases with direct flights.

 Please don’t allow industrial ventures in this precious area. it will do unimaginable 
damage to families and the environment. we do now want chemicals added to our 
clean air not to the soil in which we grow our food. please do not poison our children 
and our future. 

Special Council Meeting 22 October 2018 Attachments Attachment 8.1.1.1

City of Kalamunda 32



 I do feel change will be good and i would welcome the light industry on the south 
side of crystal brook road. think this would energise the are and change is always 
something we are all faced with through life. the area is really in need of a facelift as 
its old and tired like many of the residents!

 No industrialisation
 This area is our home and the homes of many. our castle. family, granchildren and 

neighbourhood children played and learn in a natural environment. plenty of healthy 
activities in the great outdoors right here. able to engage with pets and animals, 
chooks, horses, goat, dog, as well as observing the native flora and fauna mentioned 
above. 

 No industrial
 When you do take over the development of this area you can what you feel you 

need to do because we won’t be here. we will have to find elsewhere to live out our 
lives.

 It would be a shame to have such a scar on the landscape entering the hills area. 
Making this area industrialised will only bring down land values and leaving 
properties to disrepair as the properties won't sell as there is an over supply of 
industrial land in this area.

 Maintaining pockets of semi rural open space must surely add to the amenity of 
surrounding more densely developed zones.

 WATTLE GROVE IS A GROWING AND THRIVING COMMUNITY 
 YES TO COMMERCIAL AND LIGHT PROVISION FOR WATTLE GROVE SOUTH. THANK 

YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT. I BEG THE QUESTION...IN LIGHT OF 
COUNCILS CONCERTED EFFORTS TO GAIN RATESPAYERS VISION FOR THE FUTURE 
OF WATTLE GROVE SOUTH RE DEVELOPMENT, COULD COUNCIL CONSIOER 
ENGAGING IN THE SHORT TERM AND SECONDARY OPINION VIA CONSULTANT/S 
OF RATESPAYER AND OTHER PEOPLE WHO MAY BE AFFECTED? 

 I HAVE LIVED HERE SINCE 1961 AND NOW 3 GENERATIONS ENJOYED THIS 
BEAUTIFUL LIFESTYLE AND ENVIRONMENT.

 "The location of my property between Tonkin Hwy, Brentwood Rd and Welshpool Rd 
East already lends itself to commercial and light industry as do some surrounding 
areas outside this area. The Federal, State and Local  Govt spend money on roads, 
infrastructure and services in our area. I think given the location of Wattle Grove and 
population growth it is inevitable that there will need to be zoning changes to meet 
peoples and industry needs. Early recognition of rezoning and planning for best 
outcomes are essential. I support the rezoning proposal recommended to council and 
hope it is investigated and supported. Thanks for the opportunity to complete this 
survey. Kind Regards Brett Smith 

 If the redevelopment and commercialisation of the area continues, the only gum 
nuts left will be the ones on the roundabouts as you enter Forrestfield and 
Kalamunda.....  what a shame that would be.

 Why change something that works for the majority because of a minority wanting to 
line their pockets 

 While there may be a level of diversity in opinions about re-zoning  within the areas 
under consideration, the land owners within the precinct west of Brentwood Rd (and 
bordered by Tonkin Hwy and Welshpool Rd East) are unanimous in there support for 
the rezoning being amended to Industrial Composite.
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 An industrial development so close to a semi-rural environment will take away the 
appeal of the area. it is currently a peaceful quiet area. I feel its is essential to keep 
the area of Wattle Grove at is current Zoning as changing it will impact on a 
residents and wildlife in the area. Industry will bring traffic, noise and lack of appeal 
of the current semi-rural lots.

 No industrialisation or redevelopment/rezoning
 No industrialisation or redevelopment
 I bought into this area because of the big blocks, nature, country feel, somewhere to 

bring up our kids in a safe place. I planned on retiring here. Please keep our area as 
is 

 I do not think people appreciate how unique the location is given its proximity to the 
city. Industrialisation is a short term cash cow that I believe would truly effect some 
locals mental wellbeing. Residential urbanisation is the way forward but take the 
opportunity to do something special, a model that other communities might respect 
and follow

 The area needs to be rezoned to light industrial - ASAP
 The area needs to be rezoned to light industrial ASAP
 The area should include a small shopping complex to catch for the influx of 

residences 
 A small shopping centre in the area including restaurant, food outlets etc.
 The council has a unique opportunity to maintain a special environment in the Perth 

area where there is a green buffer gone offering the urban encroachment and only 
as a gateway to the hills. Develop tourism and commercial interests to the swan 
valley 

 Have the brook landscaped with barbeques, benches, paths and perkier areas
 Rezoning and progress is inevitable so planning considering facilities necessary and 

natural as possible environment

Summary

The survey revealed similar sentiment to the community workshop; that a large portion of 
the Wattle Grove community are against the provision of any industrial zoning. Also, a small 
sub-section are keen to see growth and opportunities whether that be through rezoning to 
urban, commercial, industrial, or smaller residential blocks. 

It also similarly revealed that most residents value the area primarily for its environmental 
values, and they would like to see these preserved into the future. 
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Submissions

The City received 37 submissions on Wattle Grove South. 

The majority of responses requested the removal of Wattle Grove South from the Draft 
Industrial Strategy. 

There was a small representation of support to undertake rezoning of the area to various 
land use types, some including forms of industrial zoning.  
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Petitions

The City is aware of five petitions on the subject matter of Wattle Grove South. A summary 
of the petitions is below.

Three petitions related to encouraging industrial land use zoning and its expansion in the 
area. Two related to the prevention of industrial land use zoning in the area. 

Similar to other engagements on the matter, the majority of support sits with the theme of 
preventing industrial land use zoning in Wattle Grove. 

Petition 1 Welshpool Road East 
Precinct wanting to be 
included in industrial zoning

12 signatures

Petition 2 Brentwood Road Precinct in 
favour of industrial zoning

12 signatures

Petition 3 Victoria Road precinct in 
favour of industrial zoning

4 signatures

Petition 4 Wattle Grove South 
Residents opposed to 
industrial zoning

464 signatures

Petition 5 Reject Industrialisation in 
Wattle Grove group

1500 supporters (online)
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Conclusion

Overall, the community engagement undertaken on Wattle Grove South yielded similar 
results across all engagement mediums. In all mediums, there was a strong resistance to 
seeing any industrial land use types in the future. 

Results show a strong desire to maintain a semi-rural lifestyle and the benefits it brings, 
such as a close-knit community, large block sizes, and being close to nature.  

There was also a reoccurring theme that zero change, of any shape or form, should occur in 
the future. However, it is important to note that whilst this theme came through strong on 
the survey, the workshops highlighted a level of acknowledgement that more facilities such 
as improved public transport infrastructure, road upgrades, and local shops or services were 
needed in the area. 

It can be summarised, in this case, that should any change occur, residents would be 
receptive only if they improved transport safety or efficiency or if shops and services were of 
a local or small-scale nature (i.e. cafes and corner stores). 

Across all engagements, it was recognised that there is a small representation within the 
community who would like to see change, development and growth in the area. This came 
through in various forms, such as requests for more industrial zoning, more commercial 
zoning, more residential zoning types and more business or employment opportunities. 

It is understood that regardless of one’s views on what the future Wattle Grove South 
should look and feel like, the preservation of environmental values is one of the most 
important factors to take into consideration. The environment is seen as the area’s most 
valuable and revered feature, and makes it unique to anywhere else in Perth. 
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Submission Table

Submission 
No.

Assess No. Submission

1. A28618
A7379
A7351

A126787
A126773
A164925
A210338
A210324
128284
A28622
A164939

(Petition has 
12 

signatures)

1. Thank you for this opportunity to comment. The undersigned represent properties identified 
as being situated within the City of Kalamunda Draft Industrial Development Strategy/Wattle 
Grove South. All the properties are zoned Rural Composite use and are linked by adjoining 
Boundaries and share the topographical portion of Tonkin Highway, Welsh pool Road East and 
Brentwood Road. We feel this unique portion could well be described as a future Industrial 
Commercial Hub/Precinct, with strong potential to radiate extended community interest in 
Wattle Grove South, such as the possibility to encompass Crystal Brook Road/Victoria Roads, 
assisting in promoting of the City of Kalamunda Strategy Objectives to enhance and extend 
upon existing Industrial and Commercial Precincts.

2. Property owners in the unique Rural Composite Zone of Wattle Grove wish to present to 
Council for consideration, attached correspondence dated 30 August 2018, which is in support 
of and directly relates to previous correspondence of 23 August 2018, re Wattle Grove 
Feasibility Study. 

3. All resident/ ratepayers are in agreement with this request to Council.
4. In correspondence to your office dated 23 August 2018, all ten property owners of the unique 

Rural Composite Zone in Wattle Grove, agreed in principle to the Wattle Grove feasibility study 
proposal to be rezoned to Industrial use.

5. Rural Composite Zone use allows for the owner/s to reside on the property or to have a 
caretaker reside on the property.

6. Having agreed to the proposal being rezoned from Rural Composite use to Industrial use, the 
owners require reassurance that the category of Industrial use be of a Composite nature, in 
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order to facilitate the owner/s being able to reside on the property or to have a caretaker 
reside on the property, as is currently the case, under Rural Composite Zone.

7. Petition has 12 signatures. 

2. A169777 1. I wish to register my objection to the above proposed zoning change. 
2. The proposal is fundamentally flawed – why would you abut residential (proposed) alongside 

light industrial which are usually conflicting / incompatible? It is manifestly unfair to those who 
own (proposed) residential properties – currently special rural

3. The proposal is not necessary– there are numerous choices for industrial land use already 
outlined / available within the City of Kalamunda these have not been fully utilised. In addition 
there are vast tracts of land in the adjoin area (over Tonkin Highway) which have not even 
begun to be developed. I note that this is not in the City of Kalamunda boundaries but with 
such a large area available the demand for this proposal will be greatly diminished.

4. The proposal is unpopular– even with such short notice there is almost universal objection to 
those directly (and indirectly) affected. We live in a democracy surely this must be taken into 
account. It has not been demonstrated that there is an overwhelming need for the greater 
good

5. There are currently unresolved environmental concerns re ANY further development in this 
area.

3. A193992
A193988
A28604
A226729
A232926
A226733

1. Over the past 18 years I have seen significant changes in my corner of Wattle Grove.
2. Most significantly was the change of zoning from Special Rural to Rural Composite in 2005 

and not Light Industrial.   Rural Composite was supposedly designed to allow the landowners 
to run rural type businesses on their properties.  What it did was stifle investment in the area, 
decrease property values, restrict business development and expansion.  

3. Even though the council have loosened the development restrictions in the Rural Composite 
Zone in recent years.  What has truly killed investment in the area and restricted business 
expansion and development is the banking sectors treatment of the Rural Composite Zoning. 
This zoning type is basically not recognised by the banks and if you are offered a financing 
option, they will only lend you 50% of equity holding on an already decreased asset. This 
situation created a major issue for my business and my family in 2016 when we wanted to 
rebuild and redevelop our property after the December 22 2015 fires.
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4. On first receiving the Draft Industrial Planning Structure for Wattle Grove South I was excited.   
Upon further investigation, I realised our side of Welshpool Road East had been left out of the 
Plan. This, in my opinion, can only be an oversight as the majority of properties on this side of 
Welshpool Road East are either already running industrial type business, wanting to develop 
one or looking for investors to develop one.  I have spoken to several of the landowners on 
our side of Welshpool Road East and they also want to know why their properties have not 
been identified in the Draft Industrial Planning Structure to be rezoned to General or Light 
Industrial.  

5. My question to the council and the Councillors is how we go about rectifying this oversight 
and finally give this long-forgotten stretch of land some future and purpose.

4. A168121 1. In the Executive Summary of the draft Industrial Development Strategy [ “ the Strategy” ] it 
infers that the area named as Wattle Grove South in the, now discredited, Feasibility Study  is 
consistent with and listed as a future industrial investigation site in the WAPC Economic and 
Employment Land Strategy [ “ EEL Strategy”] published in 2012. This is misleading and 
untrue. Wattle Grove South is not listed as either a short, medium or long-term industrial 
investigation area in the EEL Strategy. In the Draft Industrial Strategy it repeats the claims on 
page 23 that Wattle Grove South has been ‘identified for industrial and urban investigation’, 
inferring again, when read in conjunction with the Executive Summary, that this draft 
document is consistent with State planning documents. 

2. Moreover on page 15 of the Strategy document it infers that investigating Wattle Grove South 
as a future industrial site is consistent with Local Planning Scheme No 3 when, in fact the 
Scheme describes light industry as a Prohibited Use in both Special Rural and Residential 
zoned areas within the City.

3. It is alarming that the author of the circulating draft Strategy document has chosen to infer –
quite erroneously -that the strategy is consistent with both the EEL Strategy and the Local 
Planning Scheme No 3- both outdated documents- and yet, has chosen to totally ignore 
referencing the City of Kalamunda’s own submission to the then draft NE Sub-Regional 
Framework document in 2016. The City’s submission urged the WA Planning Commission [ 
“the WAPC” ] to zone all rural and rural residential land in the Wattle Grove area as urban 
expansion.

Special Council Meeting 22 October 2018 Attachments Attachment 8.1.1.2

City of Kalamunda 40



4. All Councilors need to clearly understand that as recently as May 2016, the City’s unequivocal 
position with respect to the zoning of Wattle Grove South was that it should be zoned as 
future urban expansion, not industrial. The WAPC accepted the City’s submission in good faith 
and, in March 2018, incorporated the City’s views into the NE Sub Regional Plan.

5. Whilst we realise that the Draft Industrial Strategy is subject to community consultation until 
31 August 2018, it ought to be a matter of considerable concern to Councilors to learn that 
the section of the draft Strategy which is concerned with Wattle Grove South, is clearly 
inaccurate and misleading. As a local government authority with wide reaching 
responsibilities, it reflects very poorly on Council to leave this flawed document in circulation 
without amendment.

6. Therefore, in order to be consistent with the motion that was passed at the Council Meeting 
held on the 24 August 2018 in relation to Agenda Item 10.1.1 where, you will recall that the 
alternative motion accepted was to proceed with community consultation about possible land 
uses in Wattle Grove South but to remove a preferred land use option, or words to that 
effect… we believe that it is incumbent on Council to immediately  inform all residents that the 
section of the draft Strategy which refers to Wattle Grove South as a possible future Industrial 
area, is withdrawn.

7. In the Weekend West newspaper on July 28/29 the Minister for Local Government is quoted 
as saying” Residents and ratepayers deserve to have confidence in their elected members to 
provide good governance and services to their communities” after WA faces an 
unprecedented number of inquiries into local authorities going ‘’off the rails”.

8. The manner in which the City of Kalamunda has handled the issue of the future land use in 
Wattle Grove South, is a clear example of a local government authority going “off the rails”. It 
is arguable that this situation is at least partly attributable to the poor quality of related 
documentation prepared under your auspices.

9. Apart from the City’s complete lack of consultation with residents in respect of the now 
discredited Feasibility Study which recommended that Wattle Grove South- with all its 
abundant environmental and visual appeal- be turned into an industrial precinct, we now have 
the situation where the City is circulating for comment, a significantly flawed and misleading 
draft document entitled the Industrial Development Strategy.
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10.The angst and worry that has been generated in the community by the City’s ill-considered 
and tangential diversion from the urban expansion zoning planned for Wattle Grove South in 
the NE Sub Regional Framework, needs to be addressed by Council as a matter of urgency.

11. We would suggest that Council ought to convene an Extraordinary Meeting to reaffirm the 
primacy of the NE Sub Regional Framework (which Framework, as stated above, adopted the 
City of Kalamunda’s own submission with respect to the future rezoning of rural Wattle Grove) 
and to clearly affirm that Council resources will no longer be utilised to pursue an industrial 
zoning for Wattle Grove South under the guise of the poorly drafted Industrial Development 
Strategy and its consequential, contrived Survey.

5. A149769 1. Strongly object to the proposed Industrial Development of Wattle Grove South
2. It is not appropriate or of any value to this area. In our case we believe it will devalue our 

land and force us to leave prematurely.
3. Our land would be rezoned to residential however our neighbour would be rezoned industrial. 

This inevitably means that a significant road would be put through our property and a 
significant portion of our land absorbed for this purpose. 

4. We will be significantly financially disadvantaged; our privacy and lifestyle will be critically 
impacted. Then we will be forced to wait it out for several years until residential development 
goes ahead.

5. We do understand and accept that residential development will occur. What we strongly 
oppose is Industrial development which will not only affect us on a massive scale but also our 
neighbours and residents of this area.

6. Residential rezoning should be the only consideration for this area, giving all the residents a 
level playing field.

6. A50168 1. I have been a resident of Gavour Road Wattle Grove since 1976, when I drive off Welsh pool 
Rd onto Crystal Brook Rd, which I do quite regularly I think to myself how lucky I am to live 
here and drive up Crystal Brook Rd to my home.

2. This is a rural and semi-rural area as you know, but I have often thought that the area could 
see future development in the way of smaller blocks for housing sometime in the future. I 
guess I felt that this is progress and I would not be able to prevent some change.
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3. Maybe this area has room for sewerage urban areas and some semi-rural blocks like what 
already exist in the area. However, to think of changing some of this area to light industrial 
will destroy the quiet and beauty of the area. To make the decision to re-zone to industrial in 
this area would be like wearing dirty old working boots with a Tuxedo suit. Future urban area 
around here is restricted by further expansion to the east by the hills. This area is what one 
could say is prime land. It would seem ridiculous to put factories in that type of area.

4. I attend the meeting at the Council offices on Tuesday 24th July. I listened to the passionate 
feelings of people who have moved into this area over the past 40 years that I have lived here 
and fully agree with them about the destruction of the habitat and environment of our area. I 
was surprised by some residents in the area who were happy for the industrial change but 
can imagine that some would relish the thought of the extra money the land could be worth. 
One could say that financial gain must be second to the sensible future use of this area.

5. There has apparently been an increasing blurring of the lines between what is regarded as 
traditional industrial uses and commercial uses. The lack of a consistent regulatory approach 
across local government boundaries has enabled this encroachment of less traditional, and in 
some cases, inappropriate land use activities in industrial zoned areas. A recent survey of key 
industry stakeholders have shown that with the increase of transport and logistics oriented 
industry activities, lot sizes of 4000 sq. metres and more will continue to be in greatest 
demand. These should be areas where there is minimal impact on neighbouring uses and do 
not require major buffers of separation zones.

6. As we are surrounded by light industrial areas in Kenwick, Forrestfield and Maddington and 
now at the area in Wattle Grove near the Hale Road Bridge, I cannot see why there is a need 
to change our small area. There is an over-abundance of factory units available in the areas 
mentioned. The idea that locals would find jobs in the area if new businesses were set up is a 
positive thought but very debatable.

7. I feel we have a duty to manage this area properly to ourselves and future generations. 
Destroying this beautiful area for financial gain should be rejected.

7. A7711 1. My wife and I and family wish to record our complete discussed at this beautiful area of 
Wattle Grove south becoming zoned Industrial in anyway.

2. It is reprehensible that such a environmentally unique area be destroyed by such zoning. We 
reject the plan created to support such a zoning and we are appalled at the complete lack of 
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any consultation by the City of Kalamunda. There has been not one aspect of this sordid affair 
that has been open and accountable....hidden and devious being what has transpired.



8. A214011 1. As a Wattle Grove resident, I would like to formally oppose any rezoning of South Wattle 
Grove to industrial/commercial or upgrading of roads etc to facilitate proposed land use 
options in Wattle Grove.

2. I believe that the proposal to rezone land in South Wattle Grove is incongruous with the City's 
draft environmental land use planning strategy- dated Sept 2018. And that furthermore both 
State and federal requirements directly oppose the planned industrialisation of Wattle Grove 
relating to vegetation, protected flora and fauna sites and ecological linkages.

3. Furthermore, this proposal was ill conceived, a waste of rate payers money and is inconsistent 
with "Our home in the Forrest".

9. A94902 1. On behalf of the Wattle Grove Residents Association, I wish to express our disappointment 
that the City of Kalamunda is contemplating the development of an industrial precinct in 
Wattle Grove on the hills side of Tonkin Highway.

2. This proposed direction of the City of Kalamunda has the potential to permanently alter the 
lives and financial plans of affected residents for the future.

3. We are aware that in March 2018 after many years of research, the Department of Planning, 
Lands and Heritage published the NE sub Regional Planning Framework [ “the Framework” ] 
which identifies this area of Wattle Grove for urban expansion and investigation, sometime 
after 2022. This identification reflected the submission of the City of Kalamunda when the 
Framework was in draft form. Under the State Planning Framework, local government land 
use schemes are required to reflect these centrally developed planning frameworks across the 
metropolitan area. There is no mention in the Framework of rezoning any part of the affected 
area as industrial.

4. It is difficult for the Association to understand the motivation of the City of Kalamunda in 
seeking this land use option for semi-rural Wattle Grove as industrialization would inevitably 
result in the total degradation of a beautiful environmental area within the City of Kalamunda.

5. There is no documented demand for industrial land in this region due to the closeness of the 
still under- utilised Maddington/Kenwick Industrial area.
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6. The Association is aware that the City of Kalamunda is calling for comment on the draft 
Industrial Development Strategy which includes identifying the so named Wattle Grove South 
area as being suitable for industrial investigation. Please regard this correspondence as a 
formal submission to the City that the Association is opposed to the development of any 
industrial precinct in Wattle Grove on the hills side of Tonkin Highway. The Association trusts 
that the City of Kalamunda would direct its energies and resources to advancing the land use 
zoning for this area as identified in the Framework as it is required to do.

10. A168117 1. At the Council Meeting dated 24 July 2018, regarding the feasibility study for the rezoning of 
Wattle Grove South, Mr Dick Lovegrove cited the positive effect on residents within the MKS 
EA Precinct 3a which resulted from the rezoning of their land from rural to industrial. As such 
affected residents in Precinct 3a, we would like the opportunity to share our experience to 
balance the discussion. If one considers financial gain as the sole requirement for positivity, 
one could agree with Mr Lovegrove. We, the residents, did benefit handsomely but it came at 
quite a cost.

2. In 2005 the City of Gosnells announced their plan to rezone the MKSEA area. Precinct 3a was 
not rezoned until 2016. The residents, despite supporting the City of Gosnells extensively in 
creating consensus in the very fragmented ownership, paying for advertising campaigns to 
attract a developer to drive the rezoning (as suggested by the City of Gosnells) and offering 
the provision of experts in certain required fields, were forced to wait 12 years for the 
machinations of the City's bureaucracy.

3. During that 12 years the resident's lives (please note; Mr Lovegrove was not a resident but a 
landowner) were "held in limbo", as was the common complaint to the City of Gosnells. 
Anxiety levels were high. Some of residents acknowledge their health suffered as a result. 
Family relationships suffered. Neighbour relationships suffered. Some neighbours say they 
dreaded meeting other neighbours if they went for a walk as the entire neighbourhood had 
suffered and all was "doom and gloom". 12 years of having one's castle slowly taken away! 
Properties were not maintained, and degradation became apparent. A decision from the City 
of Gosnells to rezone the area meant that overnight the residents were forced to submit to 
the process.

4. We were told that we could sell if we were not happy to stay but NO ONE wants to buy in an 
area that has uncertainty (such as an MRS amendment, or talk of it) over it. Except for 
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opportunistic developers that pay far under land value for the homes built with visions of 
hope.

5. We fought hard alongside Mr Lovegrove for that 12 years to ensure ourselves and our 
neighbours got a fair market price. We reached desperation many times over that period and 
were very grateful that we were able to sell to a reputable development company for a fair 
price. The successful result of that sale is evident, from a Council perspective, if one compares 
Precinct 3a to Precinct 1. The fragmented landownership and ideals in Precinct 1 has led to it 
being still largely undeveloped and parts of it an eyesore and an embarrassment to the City of 
Gosnells. It certainly does not meet their objective of a professional looking industrial area but 
rather mimics the Maddington industrial area, something City of Gosnells stated they wished 
to avoid.

6. After finally selling our property, where our children were born and because we had little 
choice, we carefully looked for another place we could make a home. We did not want to 
repeat the rezoning experience. We asked and received verbal and written confirmation from 
the City of Kalamunda Planning Department and were informed that there were no plans, 
then or in the near future, for the area now known as Wattle Grove South. You can imagine 
our disbelief and dismay when we discovered that only 3 months after receiving such 
communication (and basing that very communication on the decision to buy a house in Wattle 
Grove South) the Kalamunda Shire commissioned a study for the rezoning of the area. We 
have never heard of a council moving so quickly - especially without the landowners' 
knowledge or consent! As stated previously the rezoning process may have benefitted our 
purses but it cost heavily in many other ways, please consider this carefully - with your own 
families in mind.

7. An Opinion. The so-called success of Precinct 3a of the MKSEA is not guaranteed in Wattle 
Grove South. In fact, we believe the rezoning to industrial will have a very similar outcome to 
Precinct 1 in the MKSEA and be an eyesore and embarrassment to the City of Kalamunda. Our 
reason for this belief is the extra burden Wattle Grove South has; in that the great majority of 
landowners (202 out of the 247 in the area marked as possible industrial) have lot sizes that 
are too small for them to realise a price from an industrial developer that will allow them to 
relocate. Having worked relatively closely with a developer and specialist real estate agents 
for industrial land, this makes the area very unattractive for them to invest in. That would 
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leave the City of Kalamunda unable to realise their goal of a bigger ratepayer base and with 
202 rightfully, angry residents of Wattle Grove South - having had their freedom usurped and 
being made poorer for the Council's decision.

8. Comment was made that industrial land prices would rise, therefore land owners should not 
be perturbed by today's prices. There is no guarantee that land prices will rise, for example, in 
2007 undeveloped industrial land in Forrestfield was being sold for up to $250/m2. Today, it is 
being sold at $85/m2.

9. On speaking with Perth Property Valuers we were told that demand for industrial land is 
relatively non-existent and that with so much available and "ready in the pipeline", demand 
for industrial land will be a long way off, approximately 20 years. This means that if Council 
were waiting for a developer to drive the rezoning of the land they will be waiting until 
2038+. I urge you to talk to these people and others in the industry before committing to a 
decision.

10.If Council are determined to rezone the area and create just another suburb in the sea of 
suburbs, despite the fact many of the residents have paid a premium to live in their rural idyll 
and build their dream properties, perhaps you may consider an option that would allow the 
residents to relocate and benefit everyone, not just 13 residents and Council.

11.We were advised by property valuers and specialty real estate agents that developers would 
be "lining up around the block" if the land were rezoned Mixed Use High Density Urban. This 
option would be more in line with the intent of the North East Regional Plan. Developers 
would be more prepared to pay prices that would enable landowners to relocate. The Council 
would also see far greater benefits in more ratepayers and greater rates (with the mix being 
residential, commercial and light industrial).

12.With the Council undertaking the Urban Investigation process it is surely part of their 
obligation to the landowners to consider land use options which are consistent with the NE 
Sub-Regional Framework and not just the industrial option, that is detrimental to the majority. 
It may take a little longer but the legacy left will be far better, for everyone.

11. A28230 1. Please register our names as " Strongly Opposing " the Rezoning of Wattle Grove South to 
any form on Industrialisation.
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12. A50154 1. We wish to register our great concern at the City of Kalamunda’s proposed industrialisation in 
the area of Wattle Grove south of Crystal Brook Road.

2. As residents of the Shire of Kalamunda for almost 40 years it continues to astound us that 
once again the council plans to carve up semi-rural land, usually in favour of urban living, and 
now, industrialisation. Surely the members of the council recognise the environmental value of 
the beautiful green belt in the foothills that precedes the rise to Kalamunda and Lesmurdie. 
We feel powerless to influence the council, as these decisions have continued to be made 
regardless of the residents’ concerns over many years. We have watched the steady carve up 
of land either side of Hale Road Wattle Grove and the urbanisation of large tracts of land in 
Forrestfield that was once a beautiful semi-rural area.

3. We are aware that some land owners are in favour of this development, but by far the 
majority of landowners are not. Once land is carved up into small urban lots or industrialised, 
there is little or no chance of it ever returning to a semi-rural green belt area.

4. Imagine if the early settlers of Perth had not had the foresight to set aside the land we know 
as Kings Park, and if subsequent government bodies had not recognised its environmental 
value. We implore you to look to the future and save what little rural land is left in the 
foothills of the Kalamunda area.

13. A28096 1. I would like to know the grounds for the justification of the suggested rezoning of the subject 
area

14.*** A207173 1. I am writing to you again and ask that you see fit and remove the proposed Draft Industrial 
Development Strategy of Wattle Grove South. I have attended your workshops and council 
meetings, written to you, submitted your online survey etc as many others have and after 
much community outcry against this, we are now subjected to yet another workshop. Really! 
What more can we say apart from the fact that industrialisation is neither wanted or needed 
in Wattle Grove South.

2. I have personally spoken to many of the residents throughout Wattle Grove, Lesmurdie, 
Gooseberry Hill, Kalamunda, Forrestfield, High Wycombe etc and our neighbouring Orange 
Grove residents and it is the general consensus that industrialisation is not wanted and they 
all say it will ruin such a beautiful area and are horrified when I mention that it is still on the 
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agenda. They can’t believe it, nor can we. Quite frankly at the moment all the feedback I am 
getting is very negative towards the City of Kalamunda and I'm sure this is not want you 
want.

3. If you were to remove this proposal you would not only regain the community trust and 
support, but you will also find that there would be a completely different response from all, 
and one where we 'the Wattle Grove residents' and Council can sit down together amicably 
and discuss different options for the area, as we do have ideas that will include the needs, 
wants and expectations from all including the City of Kalamunda for future growth. We could 
move on from this and move forward for all to benefit, as no one will benefit if this if to 
proceed to industrialisation. It will instead go down in the history books for all involved that 
these are the ones who ruined the 'gateway to the hills', the lungs of Perth. Think about that 
for a moment, I wouldn't want my name on that list as my legacy for my future family 
generations to know that I was a part of this.

4. Think for another moment and put yourselves in our shoes and have this threat of your home, 
lifestyle and financial loss being held over you. How would you feel? It’s not hard to 
understand our stress, anxiety, anger, sleepless nights, depression, I could go on. This is what 
we live with day in day out.

5. There are better ways for the City of Kalamunda to utilise this area and in keeping with the 
tourism and environmental theme that is in the vision of City of Kalamunda.  Make the most 
of this scenic drive up to our ever-lovely hills that so many come to visit, so don't ruin it with 
industry. To quote you "Our built assets meet our needs and are sensitively designed 
harmonising with the local built character, our heritage and the natural environment." This 
includes Wattle Grove.

6. I ask that you remove any industrial proposals in Wattle Grove South and instead reconnect 
with the Wattle Grove community, talk to us and listen to us, we have ideas too, and lets 
build a better community together.

15. A207173 1. No to industrial development not to an area that has beautiful tree top canopy and home to 
diverse wildlife and fauna. Also people have invested in lifestyle and homes which would be 
destroyed.
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16. A207155 1. I would like to go on the record as opposing any Industrial rezoning in Wattle Grove for the 
following reasons.

2. The amount of time for the industrial area to be realized and come to market is too long. it is 
obvious all councils with land have been drawn to industrial re zoning because of the 
minimum amount of infrastructure required and maximum amount of rates.

3. The value of industrial land and buildings in the Perth Metro area has been declining over the 
past ten year. There is now a major glut. this is undeniable. This Glut will mean developers 
will be slow to mobilize and the value of land will be low. The real losers will be the current 
land holders who will be paying large rates bills regardless of how long the process takes or 
how low the returns are. This land could sit unsold and undeveloped for 10 – 15 years.

4. The big winner will be the city of Kalamunda and all other rate payers. a very small 
percentage of rate payers will be carrying a large financial burden. I’m sure you will agree this 
is unfair and unacceptable.

5. Also there are a large amount of very expensive homes and infrastructure which currently 
exist. These have significant dollar values to individual land owners and eventually will be lost 
with no compensation because every industrial development starts its life as a large, flat, 
totally cleared piece of land. At least if the rezoning was residential current homes could be 
incorporated in the design.

6. Another point is the natural beauty and the quality of life for the people who live in this area. 
I’m not sure how much importance the City of Kalamunda places on such things?

7. In short I reject any rezoning. The unfortunate thing is, this money grab could have been 
avoided if self-interested councils in Western Australia where prepared to merge and create 
organizations with economy of scale as outlined several years ago. Maybe it’s not too late? If 
my summation of the situation is incorrect in any way I would be very interested to hear from 
you.

17. A28131 1. I would like to go on record as opposing and Industrial rezoning in the Wattle Grove area.
2. I can see from the council point of view that the lure of industrial rezoning would give 

maximum rates for minimum amount of infrastructure spend however from a resident point of 
view I cannot see the benefit or indeed need for an industrial zone in Wattle Grove. There are 
a number of industrial areas around this region all of which have multiple vacant tenancies 
which tells me that the supply for this type of zoning in the area far exceeds the demand so 
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why would the Kalamunda council entertain the idea of destroying the Wattle Grove South 
area to implement an industrial zoning if not just to increase the rates base.

3. The value of industrial based land and infrastructure in the metro area has been on a steady 
decline and continues to do so hence more support to the argument that supply far exceeds 
demand. This being the case any developer would not be in any hurry to undertake major 
developments in this area for 10-15 years.

4. This means that me as a resident would be sitting on land that would have a reduced market 
value to anyone looking for a lifestyle property as who would purchase the property given that 
it only holds value for industrial development, which as mentioned previously holds no 
medium to long term value as no developer would be in a hurry to purchase or redevelop.

5. Added to this the increase in rates if it rezoned would mean that my yearly costs of holding 
the property would have increases substantially with no real benefit. So from my point of view 
it is a lose-lose scenario. The only winner in this is the Kalamunda council who we as 
residence elect to represent us the rate payers. I do not see how any of the scenarios I have 
described above are of any benefit to me the rate payer and resident. So is the council 
representing the best needs of its constituents, I would have to say no.

6. We moved to Wattle Grove because of the beauty and charm that the area holds, and feel 
that the council has placed very little importance on the charm of the area, the amount of 
natural flora and fauna that is specific to Wattle Grove, and what the ecological impact of the 
rezoning of this area would have.

7. In summary I reject the rezoning of this area and am very disappointed in the Kalamunda 
council for not having the best interest of the rate payers as their primary concern in this 
matter.

18. No Assess 
No. (Orange 

Grove 
Resident – 

City of 
Gosnells)

1. Please note that having attended the workshop on Wattle Grove South, hearing of what is 
proposed and considering the travesty of what City of Kalamunda is considering with their 
proposal to increase density and partially industrialise Wattle Grove South, my wife and I are 
absolutely opposed to this proposal.

2. Whilst I understand the substantial increase in rates would be a windfall for City of Kalamunda 
there appears no other benefit.
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3. I cannot believe the City would show such a lack of respect and concern for its residents not 
to remove this proposal from the table after the obvious strong opposition shown at both the 
July Council meeting and the workshop I attended.

4. Having grown up in Kalamunda and having family and many friends within the district I will 
watch with interest this issue until it is rightfully buried.

5. In October next year council will again go to the polls. I have recently retired and met so 
many like-minded residents who are both angry and concerned by this proposal.

6. Let me assure you councillors, we will be watching with interest. Let us hope that when 
Council meets this October to consider the community backlash they react appropriately and 
remove any proposed industrial from Wattle Grove South so that your residents actually know 
you are there for them.

19. No Assess 
No. (Orange 

Grove 
Resident – 

City of 
Gosnells)

1. We contend there is no demand or foreseeable demand for industrial land in this or the 
immediately surrounding areas in the near to medium term.  Various real estate sources 
estimate that at existing vacant property within a radius of this area combined with vacancy 
rates the existing excess of commercial and industrial land will take up to 20 years to be fully 
utilized.

2. We strongly object to CoK proposal for industrialization.
3. We propose the City commit to a timeframe of at least 15 years for the feasibility study area 

to remain rural before reconsidering an alternative use for the study area.
4. We propose that at that future planning reconsideration of zoning no use other than rural 

residential or urban residential be considered.
5. The Water Corporation advises that the Yule Brook main drainage catchment uses 

assumptions for this area for drainage modelling is based on the area remaining rural zone 
uses for the foreseeable future.  They further advise Yule Brook cannot accommodate further 
run-off from alternative zone uses.

6. As the authors make no reference to UXO’s in the area we remind CoK planning staff that 
what is now the Keswick Convention Centre Kelvin Road in the past was an army barracks and 
the surrounding area of Wattle Grove and Orange Grove was a firing practice range. This 
historical use of the area is not referred to in the report yet our property along with others, 
has a Memorandum on the Land Title that the site is an Unexploded Ordinances (UXO’s) site.
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7. We call on the City of Kalamunda to follow the foresight and lead of the adjacent boundary 
sharing local government authority of the City of Gosnells.  City of Gosnells Local Planning 
Policy 24 contains a number of changes from their previous TPS (6), most notably the 
rezoning of the majority of Orange Grove and Martin from ‘Rural’ to ‘Rural Residential’.  A 
number of new use and development classes strengthen planning controls and place 
limitations on the development of rural residential land for non-rural uses.  Unlike the current 
‘Rural’ zonings of General Rural and Special Rural, the new, improved, ‘Rural Residential’ 
zoning in the new Scheme will protect the rural amenity of these areas for existing residents, 
by limiting uses such as places of worship, rural industry and intensive agriculture. These 
changes in CoG TPS are in direct response to residents’ requests to limit inappropriate 
development in their suburbs and preserve their valued rural lifestyles.”

8. Planning Considerations. In broad terms all state planning documents seek to: Protect, 
conserve and enhance the rural amenity and ultimately the rural lifestyle. WAPC Rural Planning 
Guidelines 2014; State Planning Policy 2.5 seeks to:
 Protect rural land from incompatible uses;
 Promote sustainable settlement close to urban areas;
 Protect and improve environmental and landscape assets;
 Minimize land use conflicts;
 Afford a significant level of protection from subdivision and incompatible land uses and 

applies to all rural zones.
The City of Kalamunda Hills Rural Study seeks to:
 protect the rural character of the area through landscape protection.
The following are quotes from City’s Kalamunda Advancing and other CoK frameworks and 
planning documents.  
 CoK’s endorsed vision in ‘Connected communities, valuing nature and creating our future 

together’ 
 ‘ensuring sustainable development and preservation of environmental values are 

recognized’, 
 ‘develop industrial areas ….without compromising the amenity of the adjacent land uses or 

the natural environment’.
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9. The NE Sub-Regional Planning Framework, Key Planning Framework Principle 3.1 aims to 
reduce bush fire impact and risk to people by avoiding populating areas adjacent to dense 
bush areas, the area under consideration abuts thousands of hectares of national park, areas 
of bush which are high risk to people for both high density urban residential use and for 
industrial use.  

10.As with the many previous bushfires in this immediate area it is relatively easy to evacuate 
and rural sparsely populated area, it is not easy to evacuate and densely populated urban 
residential or industrial area, in particular the fire hazard of a light industrial area, stock, fuels, 
packaging materials and the like pose a far greater risk in case of bushfire. The City feasibility 
study proposed preferred option, of residential north of Crystal Brook Road and industrial use 
south, disregards and omits the Consultants suggestion that the land south of Crystal Brook 
Road remain rural.  Land ownership in the study area is fragmented and this element requires 
specific consideration as part of the feasibility process (report page 8).

11.The feasibility study (page 13) postulates the boundaries of Option 3 are considered to be 
Orderly and Proper Planning.  As the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage have 
indicated that they may not support Wattle Grove South proposals and the proposal does not 
conform with the Metropolitan Regional Scheme it cannot logically be seen to be in the 
interests of Orderly and Proper Planning.

12.The concept of Option 3 as a preferred option is not in the interests of Orderly and Proper 
Planning.  Proposed use as per the study area proposal would result in a small pocket of 
urban residential separated on each side by major roads and a small pocket of light industrial, 
neither of which is a significantly sized area, leading to further fragmented land use.  From 
any perspective or evaluation this is not Orderly and Proper Planning.  

13.The study proposes a strategy that ensures there are logical transition zones between 
residential and industrial uses.  State Planning Policy 4.1 aims to prevent conflict between 
land uses and requires statutory buffers with compatible land uses separated from other land 
uses.  

14.Orderly and Proper Planning has already occurred; Tonkin Highway, Welshpool Road East and 
Kelvin Road are already distinct and practical boundaries and buffers to other land uses.  

15.The proposal appears to ignore CoK shared boundaries with the City of Gosnells and 
erroneously refers to CoG urban development for the area; clearly the feasibility study 
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authors’ desktop survey had either little research or chose to ignore government data freely 
available with little research.  The study authors own maps and diagrams included in the 
feasibility study clearly an accurately define abutting CoG areas as (yellow striped) rural 
residential.  

16.The entire concept of the CoK feasibility study impacts heavily and negatively on adjoining 
rural zone landholders in the City of Gosnells.  

17.In particular the so called realignment but actually completely moved Crystal Brook Road 
would have negative major impact on City of Gosnells’ rural zone residents who would have a 
major road carrying 22,000 largely commercial vehicles a day immediately adjacent to their 
properties in Valcan Road.  The report fleetingly skims over the resumption of land to move 
Crystal Brook road – euphemistically referred to as ‘realignment’.  Resumption of land is 
essentially compulsory purchase of land from a person who does not want to be displaced 
from their property.

18.Orange Grove residents now have a group proactive in maintaining and protecting rural 
lifestyle who will respond to CoK decisions that impact the lifestyle of Orange Grove residents.

19.As with each of the other regional plans, the NE SR Planning Framework notes that further 
rural land approval will become an exception; 16,000 hectares is available for rural residential 
lifestyle living and it is unlikely that more will be allocated.  

20.The Framework advises it will be the exception to allow more and rural lifestyle living.  Rural 
lifestyle living is a desirable lifestyle; existing rural zones in the metropolitan area will become 
a more valuable environmental asset and promoted as a hills region the City of Kalamunda 
area will become more valued as urban area densities increase.

21.The report (page 12) says the subject land ABUTS the City of Gosnells MKSEA site.  IT DOES 
NOT, TONKIN HIGHWAY SEPARATES THE TWO AREAS.

22.The feasibility study refers to the Brentwood Road swamp and quarry as being in the study 
area.  The Brentwood Road swamp and quarry are not in the study area.  They are in 
Brentwood Road Kenwick in the MKSEA on the other side of Tonkin Highway.

23.The feasibility study Section: Land Use Opportunities and Constraints; Diagram Figure 13; 
page 127, shows three poultry farms, the report cites this activity as justification for industrial 
use south of Crystal Brook Road.  Chicken farms 2 & 3 WERE both on the other side of Tonkin 
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Highway with the buffer of the highway between them and the proposed Wattle Grove South 
land area. None of the chicken farms have existed for many years.   
 Chicken farm No.1: Now Kennedy’s Tree Services
 Chicken farm No.2: Now part of the industrial site of Makita
 Chicken farm No.3: Now Foxwood Farm Equestrian Centre

24.The diagram also shows 3 kennel properties. All three kennels have the major roads of Tonkin 
Highway or Welshpool Road East between them and proposed Wattle Grove South, yet are 
used in justification of industrial use.
 Kennel No. 1:  Observation of the maps and diagrams in the report confirm this kennel 

property, (adjacent to Lewis Road), is close to the proposed residential zone north of 
Crystal Brook Road, and with the proposed residential zone between it, and the proposed 
industrial zone, south of Crystal Brook Road.

 Kennel No. 2:  Is immediately adjacent to the buffer for Tonkin Highway and is separated 
from the proposed land area by Welshpool Road East.

 Kennel No. 3:  Is on other side of Tonkin Highway with the buffer of the highway; I have 
spoken with the owner and this kennels is in the City of Gosnells.

25.Tonkin Highway provides a definite and practical buffer between land uses. We object 
strongly to the proposal to move Crystal Brook Road and to rezone for an industrial precinct in 
the study area.  

26.The study area is a unique environment and habitat for flora and fauna, environment 
constraints and environmental action group activity has the potential to create major delays in 
any development.  Rural Residential zoning incurs no cost to the City at all, no facilities are 
provided or wanted by residents in the study area as a rural area.

27.Our preferred option is that the study area is a rural residential lifestyle acreage area and that 
the City of Kalamunda commits to a timeframe of at least 15 years in which the study area is 
not reconsidered for rezoning. This allows continuity for current and future residents.  Whilst 
property values are not a consideration for councils or council planners it is a fact that 
property values rapidly devalue in an areas under consideration for planning changes.  It is 
commonplace that in any intervening period between announcement of planned zone changes 
and those changes occurring an area will fall into disrepair as properties are not maintained.  
The MKSEA is a prime example of this.  Council planners and councilors would do well to visit 
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Victoria Road on each side of Tonkin Highway and compare.  Figures quoted as options taken 
on their land from developers by those in support of the rezoning and who live on old low-
cost homes are prices that are close to land cost and would not cover the build cost of many 
of the homes in this area. 

28.The Maddington Kenwick Strategic Employment Area was proposed in 1990 – 28 years ago. 
The MKSEA is located west of the proposed site, it is largely within the City of Gosnells but 
has some land, referred to in the report, within City of Kalmunda boundaries and with 
environmental constraints.  There have been delays in MKSEA due to environmental impacts 
and unexpected public criticism environmental destruction.

29.All these years on and the CoG still has environmental protection protestors present and vocal 
at their OCM’s.  The MKSEA area is divided into four Precincts, 1, 2 3a & 3b.  It is now under 
development however development has been very slow and currently only one section has 
infrastructure.  Precinct 1 has infrastructure in just part of, not the full area, clearly indicating 
a lack of commercial demand.   

30.The feasibility study has numerous errors, some of which are listed at the end of this 
submission.  Strategic planning is exactly that, planning for the future.  Studies are a 
projection based on assumptions, nothing more.  Projections do not always come to fruition.  
There is such a large time span between a projection and completion that even with projects 
which win awards yet ultimately many years down the track prove unsuccessful no-one goes 
back to the planners and takes back the awards!  

31.The Draft Perth & Peel Growth Plan of 3.5 million by 2050 has now been suspended.  
Population growth is not meeting projections.  Many years ago I worked on a project for the 
development of the northern corridor of Wanneroo and southern corridor of Byford.  At the 
time the projected population for the Byford area by 2015 was for in excess of 40,000 people.  

32.The whole Serpentine – Jarrahdale LGA population is currently around 26,000.  The 2016 
census Byford population was 14,908 indicating that population projections and associated 
needs for employment, education etc. are not a fixed projection but something that is 
continually revised and can move towards a downward trend.  

33.Future population, employment, housing needs and industrial needs are projections; they are 
not fact and currently past projections have not become actual resulting in a surplus of 
available land and property in many local industrial areas.  With the contraction in mining and 
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change from start-up to in progress activity the INLS 2005 – 2008 demand projections for 
industrial land have now proven to have been over-estimated.

34.I spent a substantial part of my career with the Australian Bureau of Statistics.  Statistics can 
be manipulated to a desired result, equally framing of questions can elicit a desired outcome 
from respondent.  The report uses data in what it explains is a demonstration of the need for 
industrial areas in the CoK to enable residents to work close to home.  In regard to 
sustainable local employment areas workers choose their employment based on the job, they 
do not choose a job in relation to proximity to home.  If retail and care work (eg: local 
medical services, aged care services and the like) are excluded from demographics statistically 
very few people live in close proximity to their workplace.

35.North East Sub-Regional Planning Framework references to Wattle Grove refer the reader to 
also see Orange Grove - South Metropolitan – Peel Sub-Region. The two areas share several 
boundaries.

36.The Framework notes the greatest population and employment growth area will be in the City 
of Swan with Midland as the key centre; see Sub-Regional Plan page 30.

37.The CoK boundary sharing CoG is highly commended for their foresight in continuing and 
extending their ‘Foothills Rural Strategy’ which was endorsed in April 2018.  COG proposes its 
general and special rural zones be retained to 2050 and conform to the State Government 
directive to rezone all metropolitan general and special rural zones to Rural Residential.

38.Perth metropolitan council areas which currently have rural pockets are in a unique position, a 
position which should not be squandered.  As with each of the other regional plans, the NE SR 
Planning Framework notes that further rural land approval will become an exception; 16,000 
hectares is available for rural residential lifestyle living and it is unlikely that more will ever be 
allocated.   Please take a moment to absorb this and see how valuable this environment will 
be in the future.  

39.It is interesting that the study authors note that they and the City held meetings on 8 January 
and on 31 January 2018 and made their decision on the preferred study area and study area 
use.  The final North East Sub-Regional Planning Framework was not released until two 
months later on 23 March 2018; subsequent to the City having revised boundaries and 
proposed uses and their preferred option decided on.
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40.The so-called Wattle Grove South study area, so named for the purposes of the study, refers 
only to the area east of Tonkin Highway and ignores that geographically Wattle Grove South 
includes west of Tonkin Highway.

41.There are three option study areas.  It is usual business practice to use critical assessment 
tools for effective assessment of a project or study.  Three options are noted in the feasibility 
study however it appears assessment valid criteria were not used and certainly not listed, it 
appears there were no criteria used.  The assumptions by the authors appear to be 
conjecture.  The study states the original boundary was illogical without investigating the 
reasons for the boundary position, assessment of the boundary or reasoning for the report 
authors conclusion.

42.On May 1, 2015 the Draft North-East Sub Regional Planning Framework was released by the 
Western Australian Planning Commission.  In March 2018 the NE sub Regional Planning 
Framework was published identifying all of semi–rural Wattle Grove on the Hills side of Tonkin 
Highway as urban expansion/investigation from about 2022. This position reflected the City of 
Kalamunda submission to the draft NE sub-Regional Framework submitted in 2016.  In these 
documents there was no content to alarm residents.

43.Without any direct consultation with affected residents, in either the City of Kalamunda or the 
City of Gosnells areas an Agenda Item appeared on the Ordinary Council Meeting of the 24 
July 2018 with council executives recommending that Council adopt the (paraphrased) 
recommendation to reduce the size of the proposed urban area of Wattle Grove identified in 
the NE sub Regional Planning Framework by approximately 136 ha and instead, turn this area 
an industrial precinct. As you are aware, under the State Planning Framework, local 
government land use schemes are required to reflect these centrally developed planning 
frameworks across the metropolitan area. The Framework does not include rezoning the 
identified study area as industrial.

44.There is no such area as Wattle Grove South, it is a term selected by the report authors.  
Geographically Wattle Grove ‘South’ is all of Wattle Grove south of Wattle Grove and therefore 
geographically includes land west of Tonkin Highway and south of Wattle Grove.  Parts of the 
feasibility report appear to cut and paste from an earlier report.  The feasibility study refers to 
selected boundaries and uses those boundary lines and says for the purposes of the report it 
has named the area within the selected area Wattle Grove SOUTH.  However, throughout the 
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report text the study then reverts intermittently to using Wattle Grove rather than Wattle 
Grove South when referring to the study area, the same occurs with Welshpool Road East, the 
study intermittently refers to the road as Welshpool Road (the name change between 
Welshpool Road and Welshpool Road East occurs several kilometres west of the study area).

45.Directly affected properties area within the City of Kalamunda share boundaries with City of 
Gosnells properties in:
 Victoria Road, 
 Easterbrook Place, 
 Emmanuel Court, 
 Valcan Road and
 Kelvin Road.
These roads all share property boundaries with City of Gosnells roads / ratepayers.  Valcan 
Road is a no-though road, it has properties in both council areas; access into the road is 
within CoK, the bottom of the no-through road is within CoG.  Access to the road is only 
through City of Kalamunda boundaries.  Geographically the City of Gosnells properties in 
Valcan Road can only be accessed by travelling 2.5 – 7.5 kilometres through City of 
Kalamunda boundaries and back into City of Gosnells to reach those properties.  These CoG 
residents are impacted by City of Kalamunda decisions to the same extent as City of 
Kalamunda residents are affected.   If the feasibility study proposal is accepted by the City 
CoG ratepayers will have a major road alongside their property boundaries, a road proposed 
to carry 22,000 vehicles a day.  

46.The main body of the feasibility study refers to streets which the reader would assume to be 
within the affected boundary area, however whilst some / parts of these roads are within the 
study area, the roads existed long ago; prior to existence of Tonkin Highway.  Tonkin 
Highway has since divided the roads leaving part on either side of Tonkin Highway.  Of 
particular relevance is Brentwood Road.  

47.A number of the study maps and diagrams include these areas; eg: Transport Impact 
Assessment (amended 20.4.18 according to planners comments) drawing Number 
KC00381.000_S01 - S07.  The report refers to positioning of the rail in relation to highways 
and then refers to a railway station in Brentwood Road.  
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48.An under construction, soon to be completed rail complex is located at Forrestfield North; 
referred to in the report it is approximately 6.5km from the investigation area, although the 
Traffic Impact Assessment part of the study notes Forrestfield Station (not Forrestfield North) 
as approximately 5.5 km from the proposed development.  I was already aware of the 
proposed Rail Intermodal – freight and Passenger Circle-Line plan in the MKSEA approximately 
2.5 kilometres from the study area and west of Tonkin Highway.  

49.On first reading of the feasibility study a rail station within the study boundary area in 
Brentwood Road Wattle Grove South appeared such a bizarre a proposal in the feasibility 
study that it warranted further investigation, which I conducted with a number of government 
bodies.  

50.In the MKSEA area land west of the feasibility study area adjacent to Roe Highway, and South 
within the MKSEA within CoG boundaries, is a proposed (estimated as 8 – 10 years), 
‘Passenger and Freight Railway Circle Line Intermodal’ with a passenger interchange station 
for the proposed Perth metropolitan Circle Line which with interconnecting lines will enable 
passengers to travel in a number of directions (eg: Thornlie, Fremantle, Midland lines around 
the perimeter of Perth without travelling into Perth.  The proposed line will follow a relatively 
straight path from the currently under construction Forrestfield North rail complex, to the 
proposed (Kenwick) freight passenger intermodal.  

51.The Transport Impact Assessment page 5 refers to the proposed railway alignment with 
Forrestfield North; quote: the proposed alignment would follow the alignment of Tonkin 
Highway and continue along Brentwood Road to Roe Highway’. It can only be assumed that in 
relation to rail facilities the study authors have under-researched their proposal or used 
outdated data.  

52.Brentwood Road in the study area is at the intersection of the western end of Crystal Brook 
Road at Welshpool Road.  The specific location of the proposed rail interchange is particularly 
relevant as the feasibility study refers specifically to Brentwood Road as a proposed possible 
railway station site, without reference to the fact that the Brentwood Road proposed rail 
intermodal is not Brentwood Road within the boundary of the study area.  Whilst the report 
makes no reference to this, Brentwood road is intersected by Tonkin Highway, Wattle Grove 
continues west of the feasibility study area and south of Welshpool Road East and that is the 
location of the proposed Circle Line Rail Intermodal.  It is indeed adjacent to Brentwood Road 
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– Brentwood Road Kenwick in the City of Gosnells within the MKSEA boundary.  Not 
Brentwood Road Wattle Grove in the study area.

53.The Transport Impact Assessment provides data tables of various roads within the study area. 
Section 2.4, Page 8 is headed Local Road Network Information:

54.How many existing roads are there within the study area? Answering the question with; 15 
existing roads. Then follows with:
Name of Roads within the Study Area / Road Classification and Description: Page 11 names 
Boundary Road (north of Tonkin Highway). Boundary Road is not in the study area and not 
north of Tonkin Highway. Boundary Road, (refer to maps and diagrams in the study) is west 
of Tonkin Highway and east of Roe Highway and runs parallel with Brentwood Road in 
Kenwick in MKSEA and adjacent to the wetlands protected area.

55.The Transport Impact Assessment Page 9 includes the street we live in Valcan Road.  The 
data provided is incorrect, it notes Valcan Road as two-way one lane (no centre line), road 
reservation width 20 metres, road pavement width 7 metres. A traffic management report on 
Valcan Road was undertaken by CoG in June 2018.  The road is a no-through road and is 
reported to be a winding rural road, (also noted as such in state government documents) only 
4.8 metres wide in much of the road.  The road verge is heavily treed with less than optimal 
visibility.  Verges at no point in the road other than the intersection with Crystal Brook Road 
are anywhere in excess of 3 – 5 metres on either side. The Transport Impact Assessment 
Page 13 lists traffic volumes, note that traffic on Kelvin Road east of Tonkin Highway 
decreased between 2014 and 2017.

56.Retaining Rural Use in the Feasibility Study Area. The people of Wattle Grove South choose to 
live in this rural environment, there can be perceived to be a ‘lost opportunity cost’ of the 
lifestyle choice in an area where a premium is paid for property.  It is a lifestyle choice that 
many residents forego other lifestyle choices to enable them to meet the premium paid for 
property in this rural environment and enjoy the rural environment.

57.Measuring the value of leafy green areas on the population at large is an underappreciated 
and increasingly common issue facing future city planning.  There is a clear expected return 
on ‘hard’ infrastructure where assets are more easily measured and benchmarked by a 
council.  The metrics used to evaluate and demonstrate leafy green space is a ‘soft’ metric 
and difficult to measure.  
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58.Perth has a unique position amongst the bigger Australian cities as high and medium density 
living currently remains at relatively low rates by comparison to Sydney and Melbourne.  This 
offers planners the opportunity of meeting future density development needs whilst providing 
a sought-after lifestyle space landscape and retaining unique landscapes and environments.

59.Around Australia metropolitan councils with rapidly expanding urbanization are fast becoming 
aware of the need for people to experience space, nature and the natural environment.  Many 
social sciences and demographic studies recognize the more the population increases and the 
more urbanization density increases the more people need breathing space.

60.Councils; particularly in the eastern states are struggling to maintain or expand existing green 
and leafy areas; an example of one such council is Stonnington in Victoria, an area only 
marginally (2km) closer to the Melbourne CBD than Wattle Grove is to the Perth CBD.  In 
Stonnington the council has resorted to extreme measures, acquiring groups of houses to gain 
green space, this strategy is difficult as accumulating sufficient adjacent properties is a long-
term rather than short-term strategy and clearly not a cost-effective strategy for a council.  

61.Compare this to the opportunity CoK has with retaining the feasibility study area as a semi-
rural / lifestyle area.  The City does not have space constraints in the study area and has the 
opportunity to promote green sustainability, enhanced natural living environments and to look 
to a future that takes advantage of the study area’s unique geographical position and an 
environment with abundant wildlife in it’s natural environment, natural habitat and protected 
flora and fauna.   

62.The CoK is in a unique position, with green leafy areas and in Wattle Grove South, the area 
under discussion for light industrial use the ultimate in uniqueness of a natural, not man-made 
flora and fauna haven. As urbanization grows people need ‘de-facto backyards’.  Green 
infrastructure in larger cities around Australia is threatened on a number of fronts.

63.Population growth and urban expansion. As cities expand pressure increases on councils to 
develop existing green infrastructure for commercial and residential purposes.  This involves 
working with property developers which creates pressures from developers wanting to 
maximize profits whilst councils are accountable to their ratepayers and must account for, and 
respond to, pressures experienced with environmental and social need to provide more 
‘breathing space’ for people experiencing higher density living. Many municipalities in large 
capital cities are built out.
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64.Contamination. The report at Table 4. Contaminated Sites Within the Vicinity of the Site 
(DWER 2017b) notes Lot 9005 on Plan.  40777, Maddington; (old council tip site) Landfill 
gases have been identified along the eastern boundary and the southwest corner of the Site.  
Hydrocarbon-impacted groundwater was identified across the majority of the Site. Asbestos 
impacted fill was identified beneath the landfill capping layer across a majority of the Site.

65.My family was active in closure of the CoG Kelvin Road tip site referred to in the study.  My 
husband was Chairman of the CoG Tip Closure Committee for the Contaminated Site to be 
capped and future uses planned.  Only around 25% of the site was used.  Approximately 40 
acres (old trotting track) was virgin scrub with identified and protected rare species of flora, it 
was not used for waste disposal purposes and has never been excavated.  Phytoremediation 
was used in the early stages of closure to prevent leachates entering the ground in Wattle 
Grove and Orange Grove.  It runs underground underneath Tonkin Highway.  Underground 
plume from the old tip site has been measured since closure.  Following time for 
decomposition waste gas extraction took place, the gas volume dropped through extraction, 
gas is still given off but is burnt off as it is too low in volume to drive the turbines for power 
generation.  Recovery and remediation took place over a number of years.  The site was 
designated to become ‘Kelvin Road Parklands’, for many years now the area has been used by 
locals for recreational purposes.  The site is unsuitable for sports grounds and the like and will 
be for some years to come.

66.Flora and Fauna. The feasibility study Flora and Fauna Tables show only ‘potential’ for the 
habitat and ‘likely’ to exist for fauna that is clearly evident in the area.  Protected species 
Southern Brown Bandicoots are referred to in the report in the study as possible, they are also 
prolific in this area, on our property and the local properties.  The Planning Feasibility Study 
examined 3 study areas, Option 3; the study area adopted for the feasibility is logical however 
throughout the report and in the flora and fauna tables in the report shows only ‘potential’ for 
the habitat and in the tables ‘likely’ they exist in the area.  Anyone who lives here will confirm 
that flocks of cockatoos are daily and roosting and nesting is here.  Dozens of Kangaroos can 
be seen every afternoon just by driving through, native birdlife includes blue wrens, this is a 
valuable ecological area.  

67.We have seen a marked increase in the number of Carnaby's Cockatoos that daily flock across 
our property and it is clearly evident that the loss of large trees in the recently cleared MKSEA 
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area has left, not just the cockatoos but many species searching for new habitat.  The 
abundance of gum nuts on the roadway on Crystal Brook Road is a reminder of the dozens of 
parrots that sit and feed on the verge trees.  Dozens of Kangaroos can be seen every 
afternoon just by driving through the area, native birdlife includes blue wrens, all denoting 
this as an ecologically valuable area.   

68.Carnaby’s Cockatoos are a protected species predominantly roosting in Marri trees.  The 
intersection of Valcan Road and Crystal Brook Road Wattle Grove is a known Carnaby’s 
Cockatoo roosting site recorded in Mapping & GeoSpatial Data produced by the Mapping & 
GeoSpatial Branch Department of Planning, WA (Western Australian Planning Commission 
Copyright © January 2011  Z:\Projects\pol\state_reg\environ\ Carnaby's 
Cockatoo\MRS_entire.mxd).  Base information supplied by: Western Australian Land 
Information Authority LI 430-2009-4. Carnaby's Cockatoo data (current as of June 2010): 
Carnaby's Cockatoo potential feeding vegetation Department  of Environment and 
Conservation (DEC).  Carnaby's Cockatoo breeding and roosting sites Storr-Johnstone Bird 
Data Bank.  Carnaby's Cockatoos nocturnal roosting sites DEC and Birds Australia WA.

69.Wide ranging benefits. Benefits of open spaces – have an increasingly important part to play 
in future city and urban planning.  Benefits of green infrastructure of evident and undeniable. 
The most obvious is ‘enhanced liveability’ that come from living in spaces with leafy outlooks, 
can include greenways and space where people can ‘relax and breathe’. Green infrastructure 
can support higher rates of innovation offering people space to think more clearly and to 
exercise either individually or in groups.  

70.A number of years ago the City of Kalamunda put concrete footpaths on Crystal Brook Road 
where previously there was kerbing only and rough ground beyond the kerbing to property 
boundaries.  The footpath infrastructure resulted in an immediate change in activity with 
people walking individually or in groups.  This is particularly evident during early morning 
hours and late afternoons I know from personal experience and chatting to other walkers that 
some of these walkers come into the area specifically to experience the peace and nature 
whilst walking and exercising.  

71.Leafy green environments and enhanced liveability can support and encourage higher 
property prices in the municipality, ultimately resulting in higher rateable values of properties 
and higher income to council. There are emotional benefits in leafy green areas and studies 
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show that a leafy environment lowers anger and depression scores, increases happiness 
scores. Leafy green environments can provide other significant health benefits as the 
population ages and obesity rates rise.  Studies show that residents within areas that are leafy 
and pleasant or near enough to take advantage of such areas engage in greater than two 
hours extra recreational walking than those who do not live in or near leafy areas with a 
nearness to nature and the natural environment.  Studies show; as does the recurring theme 
in medical academic literature, that lower rates of heart health problems and in hospitalization 
occur in people living in or close to leafy areas and natural environments.

72.Forward looking councils are maximizing their green infrastructure and using such areas to 
promote fitness and well-being in the community. Council green infrastructure has rapidly 
become more valuable amid population growth and greater urbanization and densification. 
Governments worldwide are trying to leverage or expand green infrastructure assets. It is a 
recognised development constraint that land ownership in the study area is fragmented 
making development processes challenging, particularly when faced with a population that 
values the rural lifestyle and opposes the proposed industrial development.

73.A further development constraint in the study area is that the area has many protected 
species of flora and fauna and protected habitats.  There are two Bush Forever sites in the 
immediate vicinity; neither is within the boundaries of any of the options.  Site 50 is north 
east of Welshpool Road East and Site 51 is at the intersection of Kelvin Road and White Road 
in the City of Gosnells.

74.Industrialists at the Industrial Focus Group meeting I attended spoke about their preference 
for greenfield land for development noting there is plenty in the Swan area with easy access 
to desired road and freight routes and facilities.  Several of the developers were supportive of 
my comments against industrial development of the study area and appeared to see the 
proposed industrial area of Wattle Grove South as problematic – one comment was ‘a 
headache in the making’; with development similar to, but more difficult than, the MKSEA 
area as the MKSEA was desecrated scrub land that had allowed business use by stealth over a 
number of preceding years and an area where landholders welcomed industrial development.  

75.By comparison the feasibility study area is a beautiful, scenic landscaped rural lifestyle area 
with abundant wildlife and vegetation and high-end homes and where all but a few proponent 
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landholders, who have already taken option fees from developers, totally oppose 
development.  

76.Speakers at the industry focus meeting mentioned that due to environmental constraints 
MKSEA had become too onerous a project for developers, one which in hindsight would not 
be repeated, particularly as there are other more appealing areas available.  The MKSEA 
proposal began in 1990!!  28 years ago, and still protesters have been at each of the last five 
OCM’s protesting at the destruction of habitat in the MKSEA.

77.Aircraft Noise. The feasibility study provides examples of constraints and impacts from new 
Perth third runway and future flight paths noise.  The new runway is parallel to the existing 
runway and the greatest impact will be over areas already impacted by aircraft; the Wattle 
Grove Primary School area, where I understand classes sometimes have to momentarily stop 
whilst aircraft fly overhead and aircraft noise above Queens Park.  The study area will be 
affected by aircraft no more than currently, at open forums officers overlaid flight paths over 
whatever address was provided and displayed take-off and landing scenarios.  By the time 
aircraft are over the study area they are high enough in the sky to have no real impact.  
Officers advised that in the study area there will be no perceivable difference in aircraft noise 
levels than is currently experienced.  Currently aircraft noise is negligible. 

78.Decibel level of aircraft noise in the study area as quoted by City of Kalamunda officers is 65 
decibels.  As a comparison:
 A push lawnmower is 70 – 80 decibels,
 A ride-on mower is 95+ decibels, 
 A truck passing you in the street is upwards of 95 decibels. 
 Normal speaking voice in any room is around 65 decibels. 

79.Dampier – Bunbury Gas Pipeline Buffer. The study concludes constraints include the Dampier 
– Bunbury Gas Pipeline Buffers, this is referred to above at page 31.  I have spoken with 
government departments at length and been referred to Government Bulletins; there is no 
specific buffer and playing fields, road verges etc. are all acceptable within the pipeline area.  
Examples provided by the department included use around the pipeline in the suburb of 
Brabham.

80.See attached table (Attachment 1) for further comments. 
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20. A166622 1. I am writing to you to voice my strong objection to the proposal of the industrialisation of 
semi-rural Wattle Grove.

2. State Government planning documents have identified semi-rural Wattle Grove for possible 
urban expansion/investigation sometime after 2022. These planning documents make no 
reference at all to developing an industrial precinct in this area.

3. An industrial zone is not required in this semi-rural area as residents have easy access to the 
industrial precinct being developed opposite Hale Road/Welshpool Road traffic lights in Wattle 
Grove (MKSEA). Moreover there is currently no obvious development activity on the 20.4ha of 
land already zoned industrial in Wattle Grove, near the former primary school. 

4. The Landgate Valuations Report 2017/18 reports that in the City of Kalamunda the gross 
rental value of industrial land has fallen by 4.22%. In the City of Gosnells, the GRV of 
industrial properties has fallen by 13.09%, again highlighting the lack of demand for any 
increase in the availability of industrial land in this area. 

5. The consequential proposed realignment of Crystal Brook Road to service the precinct is likely 
to increase from 2000 vehicles per day to 22,000 vehicles per day in one section of the road, 
thereby reducing the appeal and value of the proposed residential area north of Crystal Brook 
Road. 

6. The draft Industrial Development Strategy claims that light industry can occur in urban areas. 
This means that CoK plans to industrialise Wattle Grove South and may later extend to the 
area of semi-rural Wattle Grove which is north of Crystal Brook Road, particularly as the 
attractiveness of this area for potential residents is reduced through it abutting an industrial 
precinct in the future and resultant traffic noise servicing the area. 

7. The draft Industrial Development Strategy cites likely forecast noise as justification for 
imposing an industrial precinct upon the industrial precinct upon the residents of semi-rural 
Wattle Grove which is quite misleading. Perth Airport documentation shows that all of ‘Wattle 
Grove South has an ANEF zone less than 20, and will continue to do so for the foreseeable 
future. This ANEF rating means that aircraft noise will not prevent future residential 
development, including such flimsy structures as caravans, in Wattle Grove South on current 
long-term forecasts. 
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8. Industrial zoning will likely result in families having to move from their family property. Form 
many including ourselves, the family property is vitally important, holding memories and a 
special connection to the land, neighbours and hills community. 

9. Industrial developers prefer large tracts of unimproved land and generally pay only land value 
to landowners. There are 234 families on less than 3ha of land in Wattle Grove South who are 
unlikely to attract anything but unimproved land value for their properties. Once an area is 
zoned industrial, remaining residences tend to fall into disrepair and neglect, often for years.

10.Industrialisation will result in a destruction of the beautiful foothills green belt which provides 
a welcoming entry to the hills tourism precinct and which has a wide variety of flora and 
fauna. There are environmentally sensitive areas within Wattle Grove South and likely range 
of endangered and vulnerable flora and fauna.

11.As a local ratepayer and member of your electorate I sincerely hope you take my concerns on 
board and ensure this proposal does not go ahead.

21. A25923 1. We herewith raise our objections against the inclusion of Wattle Grove South in the Industrial 
Development Strategy.

2. Wattle Grove South should not be industrialised, it is semi-rural and should stay that way. It 
would mean a desecration and destruction of the beautiful foothill green belt, with its wide 
variety of flora and fauna. It will destroy the amenity of this area thereby reducing its value 
and appeal. The proposed realignment of Crystal Brook Road is also likely to increase traffic 
very heavily and decreases the attractiveness and value of close -by residential/rural areas as 
well.

3. We urge you to consider the objections of the residents of this area and leave Wattle Grove 
South as it is: semi-rural

22. A82866 1. It is with regret that I have to be writing this letter in regards to the circulation of information, 
advising the proposed rezoning of semi-rural Wattle Grove to urban or light industrial.

2. It is beyond my comprehension to why you would want to support such a move. Is it greed or 
some other factor that I have to search for through the smoke and screens.

3. I bought in Wattle Grove 37 years ago for the outlook, serenity and community and have lived 
and raised my family here. Now, because of someone's bright idea, I have to justify why I 
wish our area to remain semi-rural and not be transformed to an area of “tar and cement”. 
These light industrial areas do nothing for the environment. An article, “Five-yearly 
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environmental stocktake highlights conflict between economy and nature, in the Australian 
Geographic March 7 2017 by William Jackson, supports my views.

4. “The State of the Environment 2016 report shows that the main drivers of environmental 
change in Australia are land-use change, habitat destruction, invasive species and climate 
change”

5. In addition light industrial areas bring an increase in crime rate, dilapidated buildings, “burn 
out” areas for the hoons, to mention a few distracting features to why the area should remain 
as is.

6. The destruction and visual pollution of the area has already started with the dumping of 
tonnes of sand west of Welshpool road opposite Hale road Wattle Grove. I liken it to the Gobi 
Dessert. There is also the clearance trees etc. north west of Coldwell road Wattle 
Grove/Kenwick area - disastrous and absolute disgrace.

23. A82866 1. I object to any industrialisation in Wattle Grove South. It is an area of prime real estate, with 
city views that has borders onto two national parks that are in walking distance for the people 
that live here. It is an area that is an asset to the City of Kalamunda in that the people live 
here in harmony with nature and each other. Driving though the streets you can see that 
properties are well maintained and beautiful. We are a sentinel for the greenbelt scarp and 
gateway for tourism to the hills.

2. To totally destroy this buffer zone to the jewel of the Kalamunda forest is beyond 
comprehension. Wattle Grove South is the perfect transition space from high density living to 
easing into the sanctuary of the hills environment which is what visitors want to experience. 
They do not want to be confronted with an industrial zone as they approach the Lion’s 
Lookout or view one when they are there.

3. To have a whole community that functions well is a great achievement. Quality homes are 
here with families happily functioning. Good catchment area for many wonderful schools 
nearby. People protecting endangered creatures and caring so well for their own animals is 
wonderful. What shire would not want the prize of such a community?

4. Wattle Grove South with all it’s beauty and goodness could be wiped out with the ‘stroke of a 
pen’. Destruction and devastation could replace our beloved homes and lifestyles. We all know 
what has happened on Welshpool Road near the Roe Highway intersection. Homes bulldozed, 
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nothing left and right on the doorstep of a Bush Forever Site the Kenwick Wetlands. How did 
this happen?

5. Our area doesn’t need any more industrial land. There is so much all around us already. There 
are a lot of places that are not being used in Maddington, Forrestfield, and Welshpool that 
have ‘For Lease’ signs. It seems to me that Developers like to go to an area where they can 
bulldoze everything and start from scratch, but it is obvious that the existing industrial areas 
need to be utilised more efficiently to stop the industrial sprawl that is happening.

6. Let us preserve beautiful Wattle Grove South and not turn it into a toxic environment. 
Allowing the land to be used for factories and industrial businesses will release untold 
chemicals into the air and soil and have devastating effects on the waterways, native wildlife, 
and most importantly, on our children who are spending their formative years here. This 
unique area is our home, we must fight to retain the lifestyle we have long loved. If we let it 
go we will never get it back.

24. A28311 1. I am writing to express our interest in favour of the development of Wattle Grove South albeit 
Light Industrial or Urban.

2. My family and I have lived in the Area for over 30 years and have watched the area develop 
around us. Driving down our street you notice that a large percentage of the properties are 
already being used for Light Industrial purposes anyway. There is only a small number of 
residents on our street who actually have horses anymore and that was the reason we moved 
to the property years ago.

3. The opening up of the Champion Lakes development and the urbanisation of the other side of 
Wattle Grove has seen this area develop and long since lose its allure of being rural. The 
traffic over 30 years has increased dramatically and except for a few pockets of the smaller 
parcelled land this has effected everyone in the area. These smaller parcelled landowners are 
only there as Wattle Grove has progressed and sub divided enough for them to buy there.

4. We are aware of the land being marked for Urban expansion and have signed with a 
developer to start the ball rolling on this. We did list our place to sell 2 years ago and found 
that because there is such uncertainty in the Area as to which way the development/City of 
Kalamunda will go the only people interested were people trying to make money by on-selling 
to developers. You will note that there are a few houses currently on the market that are 
being impacted due to this too.
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5. Having a developer interested and ready to spend the money to develop this area can only be 
considered a bonus to the City of Kalamunda as they don’t have to spend their own residents 
money to get this happening. I implore the Councillors to make a decision and move forward 
with this development so all parties can have certainty about the future.

6. We have seen a fair bit of mail circulating our neighbourhood and for the most part since it 
was announced at a meeting that we had signed an Option with a developer we are excluded. 
Please don’t think that by not inundating councillors and the City of Kalamunda offices and not 
being vocal at these meetings means that everyone in Wattle Grove is against development.

25. A232926
A193992
A28604
A226729
A226733
A193988
A210356
A210342
A210360
A212607

1. I strongly support the proposals of the city in their endeavours and pursuit of this plan, with 
one extra thought: WHY WERE WE NOT INCLUDED?

2. Please let me make this very clear: the undersigned neighbours and I want to be included in 
the Kalamunda Draft Urbanization/ Light Industrial Development Strategy.

3. I have been talking to neighbours in and around the proposed development area. The point 
that arises most constantly in our discussions is why we on the northern side of Welshpool 
Road East not included in this proposal.

4. At present we are zoned as Rural Composite, but many owners are already running 
businesses more in the nature of light industrial. These include the likes of two dog kennels 
(one of which also looks after other types of animals and birds), earth moving companies, a 
couple of small building yards with crushed concrete and sea containers, a Bonsai growing 
concern, and my own business being, Short term accommodation plus reception centre.

5. We note in recent meetings that what is often overlooked is that, for environmental purposes, 
there already exists a substantial buffer zone, being the natural vegetation abutting Tonkin 
Highway held by the State, and the green reserves owned by the Hartfield Golf and Country 
club.

6. I, along with the undersigned, would like to propose that our properties be included in the 
Wattle Grove South Feasibility Study. We strongly believe that Welshpool Road East, being the 
gateway to the Hills could, under an eclectic, well thought out plan, provide a great of light 
industrial and urban development.
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26. A28177 1. Currently there is a large amount of confusion, misunderstanding and misleading information 
with lot owners receiving/ not receiving differing/conflicting circulars and instructions causing 
frustration and consternation with the way they are being treated. Numerous lot owners have 
not been able to locate the specific onsite survey that still does not ask the relevant questions 
anyway.

2. May we suggest that a specific survey be sent to include a form of the following questions.  
1. Are you for or against redevelopment in Wattle Grove South?
2. If for redevelopment, please indicate your preference of commercial/light Industrial or 
residential. Tick none if against redevelopment.
3. If redeveloped residential, what sizes would you prefer. Large (1000-2000m), medium 
(5001000m) or small (200-500m).
4. If redeveloped commercial/light industrial, would you prefer the option of living in a 
residence on the property? (composite A)
5. What timeframe would you prefer? -  10 years+ / 5-10 years / asap or none.
6. Allow a 25 word personal comment section.
- There should be one survey per lot owned. 
- The survey is only to be answered by directly affected lot owners within the proposed 
redevelopment area. 
- The names and addresses of respondent’s to this survey will be confidential, only the 
response details will be used.
- The survey is to be delivered by registered mail so all lot owners definitely receive a copy. 
- A reply envelope is also to be included. 
I hope this helps with putting the alternative survey together.

27. A171881 1. As a ratepayer/landowner/resident in Wattle Grove South I would like to express my view 
regarding the proposed Urban rezoning to Residential/Light Industrial in our area.

2. I am in favour of the proposed rezoning as Wattle Grove South is in an excellent location 
which has easy access to major transport networks, close to the CBD, Airport, major shopping 
centres and in future the Forrestfield Train Station.  It seems ironic that we venture further 
North or South to create new land developments when there is plentiful land available closer 
to the City.
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3. I am also concerned about the noise that will impact this area with the creation of the third 
runway and new flight paths at Perth Airport, considering that the runway will be 2 kilometres 
closer to our area.  If the noise factor is going to be an issue I can understand the logic of the 
Light Industrial proposal.

4. I would like to see the feasibility studies continue so we would be able to achieve a true 
assessment of the suitability of this area as a Urban Light Industrial/Residential zoning. It 
would be a shame if councillors who have the final say are swayed with their decisions due to 
the constant harassment, letters, phone calls or petitions containing signatures from residents 
who may not reside in the Wattle Grove area under investigation.

5. As rezoning is a lengthy process I believe that we should remember that the decision made 
today is not for tomorrow but for the next 5 to 10 years.

6. As a resident of Wattle Grove I hope that you agree in seeing the area progress and move 
into the next phase of the rezoning process, to obtain an Urban zoning.

28. A7711
(Submission 

2)

1. Because I cannot get the Survey to work as can no one else I have spoken to I would like you 
to record the following on any Surveys you are conducting involving Wattle Grove (south) in 
the Crystal Brook Valley. My husband and I live at 52 Crystal Brook Road in the beautiful area 
of Wattle Grove. I have lived here for 40 years and my husband even longer.

2. WE DO NOT WANT INDUSTRIALISATION OF ANY PART OF WATTLE GROVE NOW OR IN THE 
FUTURE AND BEYOND.

3. If not sure of what I want please read again - WE DO NOT WANT INDUSTRIALISATION OF 
ANY PART OF WATTLE GROVE NOW OR IN THE FUTURE AND BEYOND.

4. Your survey is most frustrating as we seem to be getting confused as to which survey we are 
responding to. However for all surveys the answer is WE DO NOT WANT 
INDUSTRIALISATION OF ANY PART OF WATTLE GROVE NOW OR IN THE FUTURE AND 
BEYOND.

5. Our Vision is that WE DO NOT WANT INDUSTRIALISATION OF ANY PART OF WATTLE GROVE 
NOW OR IN THE FUTURE AND BEYOND.

6. Please respond to this email to confirm you have received it and confirm which surveys it has 
been added to. Very confusing!!!!!!!

7. We Value that WE DO NOT HAVE INDUSTRIALISATION OF WATTLE GROVE.
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8. Please respond to this email to confirm you have received it and confirm which surveys it has 
been added to. Very confusing!

29. A28096 1. Having tried on several occasions to reply via the internet to your request regarding the 
Wattle Grove South - Survey: without success, I decided to write to you.

2. Firstly, thank you for being available to answer our questions and concerns regarding the 
above.

3. thoughts regarding the future of the area in question .... We would like to think that some 10 
or 20 years from now the area would be
something of a haven from the hustle and bustle of city life, yet physically close to it. A place 
where the vegetation and animal life both domestic and natural would give opportunity to 
remind people to slow down and smell the roses. A green belt of peace and tranquillity.

4. When we came to our property over 20 years ago we did so for the lifestyle it offered being 
zoned Special Rural. I personally had a job in Rivervale and commuted daily. I realize there is 
a small portion of the residence in the area that don't share our point of view and have 
invested in here to make money from its development sometime in the future. This being the 
case we realize this conflict of interest and motivation has somewhat complicated your 
situation and that of council.

5. I write just to make our position clear- as we are in the process of building a Granny Flat on 
our property, so as to live out our closing years, - we therefore oppose any thought of 
rezoning for industrial purposes.

30. A207169 1. Does not support industrialisation for Wattle Grove South. There is already sufficient industrial 
land throughout Perth. There is a lot of industrial vacancies currently.

31. A232926
A193992
A28604
A226729
A226733

1. Thank you for the recent opportunity to comment on the Wattle Grove South feasibility study. 
I have previously submitted a petition to the City, in which I represent the landowners on the 
Northern side of Welshpool Road East. Our petition asked the question, why were we not 
included in this development plan.
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A193988
A210356
A210342
A210360
A212607

(Petition has 
12 

signatures)

2. I would like to give the Councillors, Council staff and City Planners some condensed data and 
a couple of very important points concerning my petition and the overall development moving 
forward. My petition has 15 adjacent landowners covering approximately 55 acres along the 
Northern side of Welshpool Road East. This goes from Tonkin Highway up to The Bird and 
Fish place on Lewis Road.

3. Of these 15 land owners, I have 12 signatures in supporting the Cities proposals and also 
supporting me in me asking why we were not included. Of the 3 Signatures I don’t have. One 
is an owner who said they thought this was going to happen but did not know when. They did 
not want to sign for this reason. One has elderly parents living there who did not want to be 
burdened with this decision right now. They did however show a preference to residential 
housing in the future. One is an overseas investor who owns an empty block and could not be 
contacted. But one can only assume as an investor they would want the land value to 
increase and would therefore be in support of our petition. This equates to at best 100% 
support in what the council has been proposing and more importantly for us to be included. At 
worst (which is without the 3 signatures) still an 80% support group.

4. I would however, like to add at this point a couple of points that unfortunately I can’t find 
within myself to support the council on. Firstly the online petition. Not only is this hap hazard 
in it’s working as was pointed out by a resident opposing the development at one of the 
workshop meetings, but it certainly does not ask relevant questions and instead skirts the real 
issues. Which are -   
 Do you support the proposal?
 Do you object to the proposal?
 Do you require more information on the proposal?

5. Secondly with very recent experience in trying to contact neighbours and talking to residents 
on this extremely hot topic is that a lot of the demographic of people who live within the 
proposed area don’t use the internet and those that do are very limited. To the extent that 
some people were not even aware of what is going on around Wattle grove South. This 
sounds extraordinary but it’s an absolute fact. Add onto that landowners who don’t live here 
but have speculated that this would happen one day who couldn’t be contacted then I think 
you begin to see the problem. My suggestion is that the City or an independently appointed 

Special Council Meeting 22 October 2018 Attachments Attachment 8.1.1.2

City of Kalamunda 76



consultant send out a notice or petition to all rate payers within the proposed development 
area asking for an answer from them as to what they want to happen.

6. Lastly it is more than evident that there is a section of residents who are strongly opposing 
this development. It may seem like a very simple solution but sometimes they’re the best. Can 
we exclude them from the development and include our 55 acres of landowners who are 
almost 100% in support of the plan.

7. Petition has 12 signatures. 
32. A212134

A7383
A7397

1. As a City of Kalamunda ratepayer who lives in Wattle Grove South, I have been concerned 
that incorrect and inaccurate information about the forthcoming changes to the airport 
schedule have been circulated to dozens of residents of Wattle Grove South in the run-up to 
today’s deadline. One widely circulated yellow leaflet claimed that the areas detailed below 
will be subject to an ANEF rating of less than 20 movements per day in 2025. Below are some 
figures from the airport site about the new runway – I couldn’t fit all the pictures in but they 
are the same for each search:
 Brentwood Rd
 721 Welshpool Rd
 Easterbrook Place
 Victoria Rd

2. As Brentwood Road will apparently effectively be a turning circle for the planes, by 2025 it is 
estimated that in every 24-hour period there will be 50-100 noise happenings over 65 decibels 
– loud enough to interrupt a conversation.  The other roads will cop 20-50 such movements in 
the same period – initially. The third circles below for each road mention an ANEF rating of 
less than 20 – that does not mean that the area featured has an ANEF rating of 20! It should 
be pointed out, it means that the figure above SHOULD be 20 or less for the site to be 
considered suitable for residential zoning! At 20-50 or 50-100, all four sites are completely 
unsuitable for residential zoning once the flights commence in great numbers. A staff member 
working at the airport, Ryan Dawson, has seen the yellow leaflet promoting the incorrect 
information and confirmed verbally that the said information contained on the yellow leaflet is 
incorrect, but demurred from issuing a formal, official correction.  The airport does have a 
publicity division but they will only talk to journalists. Recent workshops held by the CofK 
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didn’t mention how the Wattle Grove South area will in several years be subjected to a swarm 
of planes flying overhead.

3. See attachment (Attachment 2)

33. A28177
A28208
A143636
A143640
A28307
A28276

(Petition with 
five 

signatures)

1. Have been elected by the undersigned to present this petition for rezoning the area described 
below which is known as Wattle Grove South in the City of Kalamunda. It is for the rezoning 
of the area bounded by Victoria Road, Crystal Brook Road and Tonkin Highway from Special 
Rural to Urban – Light Industrial or Residential. We respectfully request that the Council 
proceed with the process to gain this rezoning as a matter of priority. 

2. Petition has five signatures. 

34. A26317 1. We are concerned with the proposal to urbanise and/or industrialise Wattle Grove South. At 
no time has the alternative idea of retaining special rural living been considered. This land is a 
jewel in the crown of Kalamunda City. 

2. People are able to choose to live in iconic locations beside the ocean, beside the river and on 
the scarp of our Darling Range. People should be able to live on acreage. Not only does this 
maintain the ‘Green Belt’ by retaining large trees, it also retains the amenity of the foothills. 
You should all be advocating for the area to remain as is for future generations.

3. The WAPC should be made aware of the need for this type of living option to be available, 
because once this land is developed there will never be an opportunity to have this lifestyle in 
the future. Kalamunda City should not have to provide industrial land in such an iconic 
location. This might seem a simplistic attitude but special rural should be an option.

35. A212134
A7383
A7397

1. The following are points that I would ask Councillors to consider re the rezoning of a precinct, 
bounded by Victoria Rd and Welshpool/Tonkin intersection, South of Crystal Brook to Urban-
Light Industrial.

2. The certain increasing impact of aircraft noise (commencing as soon as 2022) over the coming 
decades is the most important fact in selecting the future of this land.
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3. The certain increasing impact of aircraft noise (commencing as soon as 2022) over the coming 
decades is the most important fact in selecting the future of this land.

4. The proximity and suitability of this WG South land for light industrial use being between the 
City and the ranges - for those living in both the city and the hills and for its access to the 
airport. The recent upgrade of the traffic infrastructure around the airport which is soon to be 
supplemented by further upgrading by way of grade separation on all the major roads 
intersecting Tonkin Highway. This work is not being done to service lifestyle and semi-rural 
pursuits in the area, but to facilitate growth.

5. Though it is not within the City of Kalamunda - the shortfall in the amount of MKSEA industrial 
land that will be delivered from part of precinct 1 plus 2 and 3b, which was identified as 
needed in 2001 - is of concern to planners. This shortfall (approx. 400 hectares) plus 177ha 
from North Forrestfield is an enormous total shortfall in balancing proximity of work 
opportunities with residential blocks in the broader area.

6. The collapse of the 60-year-old Stephenson plan/ethos that was brought about by its ethos 
being undermined by entrepreneurs and the recent move towards infill I the metro city plan is 
now being instigated to replace it, and so increasing the need for more light industrial areas 
closer to the city.

7. Apart from being well served as regards services the land is probably the easiest to develop in 
Perth by way of: 
a) Minimal drainage requirements - It is 12.0 meters above the recent development @ 

MKSEA 3a and has a minimal fall. 
b) Flat with large areas of deep sands. 
c) 90% cleared with only part of the land along Crystal Brook Road being a horrendous fire 

hazard being a dense forest - of mainly planted unattended pines. 
d) Several large parcels of land - which make dealings easier. 
e) No impediments - such as rare flora species or Aboriginal artefacts - the majority of the 

land has been well and truly worked over for generations.
8. The government foreshadowed this land was going to be developed 

a) In the various reports, it put out over the past decade. 
b) By building infrastructure, it did around Perth Airport and Forrestfield Railway. 
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c) By recently (April 18) in the North East Sub Regional Structure Plan lifting its category 
from Urban Investigation to Urban Expansion. 

d) WAPC Town Planners in 2011, advised that no cul de sac subdivisions would be approved 
and that larger blocks had to be retained in one name to make the gathering up of a 
developable parcel easier for developer entrepreneurs to do.

9. The precinct outlined is approximately 118 hectares of the 143 hectares set out by the City 
Planners. The vast majority of landowners on the West side of Welshpool Road East wish to 
be considered (they make up a further 20+ hectares). Any argument re insufficient 
economical/marketable parcels holds no substance - developers prefer parcels in the 20 to 
40ha range. The layout of present roads and boundaries lends itself to staged development.

10.The precinct outlined is approximately 118 hectares of the 143 hectares set out by the City 
Planners. The vast majority of landowners on the West side of Welshpool Road East wish to 
be considered (they make up a further 20+ hectares). Any argument re insufficient 
economical/marketable parcels holds no substance - developers prefer parcels in the 20 to 
40ha range. The layout of present roads and boundaries lends itself to staged development.

11.MY LAST POINT I ask Councillors to resist from giving any consideration to the minority of 
objectors who have found it necessary to gather support (sometimes questionable) from 
people other than the actual landowner (rate payers) within the precincts. Its future should be 
determined by the majority of landowners within that precinct.

36. A168121
(Submission 

2)
(Petition with 
464 people)

1. A small delegation from our group of supporters will be in attendance at the Council Office at 
11.00 am on Thursday 27 September 2018 to handover a hard copy petition containing the 
signatures of 464 people, most of whom reside in the City of Kalamunda and, an Online 
Petition containing the signatures of 1,192 people.

2. All of these signatories are opposed to any industrialisation of Wattle Grove South and 
therefore, wish their names to be listed as rejecting Wattle Grove South being included in the 
draft Industrial Development Strategy. In collecting these signatures, residents have been 
struck by the number of people who they have met who simply cannot understand why the 
City of Kalamunda, with its 'green' reputation would contemplate destroying this 
environmentally beautiful gateway to the hills tourism precinct. It is quite inexplicable to 
residents and, to our supporters in the wider Perth community, that the City would seek to 
squander our heritage and its reputation in such a cavalier manner.
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3. Please note that whilst we are handing over the petitions on Thursday in order to meet the 30 
September deadline for feedback re the draft Industrial Development Strategy, we will still 
continue to collect signatures until such time that Council resolves to take 
industrialisation/commercialisation of this area completely ' off the table', so to speak. And, 
we will, of course, continue to seek the support of other agencies with respect to this matter.

4. These avowals aside, we were hoping that yourself or a designated Councillor would be 
available at this time to accept handover of the petitions and possibly, to be part of a 
photoshoot by a reporter from the Echo? We can assure you that we will conduct the 
handover in a calm and dignified manner and will not seek to harangue you regarding this 
unfortunate and distressing matter affecting residents.

37. A236875
(1500 

Supporters 
on Petition)

1. The City of Kalamunda is seeking to rezone 135 hectares (approx.) of environmentally 
sensitive semi-rural land (identified by the City as “Wattle Grove South”) in order to create an 
Industrial precinct. An industrial precinct will destroy the environment, destroy the local 
community and does not reflect State Planning Strategies for the area. Local residents have 
formed a group “Reject Industrialisation in Wattle Grove” and are fighting to stop this 
devastating rezoning from occurring. We hope you can support us.

2. The Petition has 1500 Supporters
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Attachment 1

Study 
Page

Reference Comment

6 1.2 Scope of Works
Point 3; Dot-point 
1
Population & 
Employment Self-
Sufficiency

Population & Employment Self-Sufficiency refers to access to transport hubs for access to work and 
activity centres.

The term does mean, nor does the report describe the term, as working within the same area. 

7 1.2 Scope of Works
Point 4, Phase 4 
Opportunities & 
Constraints, Dot-
point 4

Notes Forrestfield – Thornlie rail extension and station at Wattle Grove – elsewhere the report refers to 
possibility of a train station in Brentwood Road. 

The planned INTERMODAL, planned to be in use in the next 8 – 10 years is located adjacent to Roe Hwy, 
several km west of the study area.

7 1.2 Scope of Works 
- Point 5 Phase 5; 
Dot-point 2
Land resumption 
requirements

CoK has permitted planning approvals, including very recently, for high-end dwellings.  

A number of properties in the study area have sold at 1.5 – 2.1 million.

Land resumption to move a road is illogical.  In areas like Hazelmere when land was resumed it was 
scrubby wasteland, in WG it is scenic, valued environment. 

7 1.2 Scope of Works 
- Point 5 Phase 5; 
Text paragraph 2

Fragmented land ownership, an element requiring specific consideration. 

8 2.1.3 Option 3
Black bounded 
study area in 
diagrams and maps

The report states it confirms suitability of study area boundary.  There is nowhere in the NE SR Planning 
Framework is this a noted conclusion. 

Preferred Option 3 was selected on 31 January at a meeting between CoK and the report authors; the NE 
SR Planning Framework wasn’t released until two months later on 23 March 2018.  

11 Option 1 Paragraph 
1

States boundary is illogical & follows power line easement and it is ‘unclear why’.

This was not researched for the report yet concludes the boundary is illogical and  uses the ‘illogical 
boundary’ as a reason to discount this option. 
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11 Option 2 
Paragraphs 1&2

At their meeting 31.1.18 this option is discounted by the authors and CoK as if only the topographically 
flatter land south of Crystal Brook Rd was urban expansion.  The report then goes on to say a constraint 
would be that a separate planning process would be required in the future for urban north of the road 
and to imply unfairness on landowners north of the boundary who have a long held expectation of future 
urban.

Landowners south of a realigned Crystal Brook Road have had a long held expectation of future urban 
use and this is ignored by the authors.

The report says this facilitates orderly and proper planning without clarifying how.  

Local consensus is that this accommodates one landowner – Ross Leighton. 

12 Opportunities for 
Conservation

Notes Bush Forever site 50, north of Welshpool Road.  This is not within the boundaries of any of the 
options, the site is closest to the proposal for urban residential north of Crystal Brook Road to Welshpool 
Road East. 

13 2.1.4 Consultation Framework timing suggests 2022+  with resistance from local landholders, the environmental issues and 
protected species in the proposed development area it is more likely that many years of environmental 
protest will occur and development would be greatly delayed. 

15 2.1.5 Surrounding 
Land Use & 
Development

Last paragraph; says the subject land ABUTS  MKSEA; IT DOES NOT.  MKSEA is a couple of km away 
and west of Tonkin Highway.

18 2.2.3 – 2.2.4 Proposed use as per the study would result in a small pocket of urban residential and a small pocket of 
light industrial, neither of which is a significantly sized area leading to further fragmented land use, from 
any perspective or evaluation this is not Orderly and Proper Planning.  

There are also significant constraints with bushfire risk and environmental protection considerations. 
22 2.2.5  Specific 

Commitment Areas 
to Protect

The Study Area is a unique environmental area meeting criteria listed in the six categories. 
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22 2.2.6 Requires clarification as Population Scenario 3 with range of densities given, no scenario 1 & 2 are 
presented. Report refers to east of Hawtin & Lewis roads, both of which are north of Welshpool Road and 
in Forrestfield.  The report then refers to Wattle Grove; not WG South.  

24 2.2.7 CoK Local 
Housing Strategy. 
Paragraph 2

Refers to Wattle Grove – ie: not WG South

24 2.3 Urban Supply & 
Demand

CoK is expected to deliver 11,450 infill dwellings then elsewhere says take-up rate for infill is unknown.  

On page 26 of the study it says the intent of dual density is to reward landowners / developers; it 
estimates 10,000 dwellings or 87% of the target to be met.  

I point out that Amendment 82 is a reason that currently take-up rate is low.  The Amendment 
requirement of 2 storey dwelling dramatically increases costs and decreases viability of subdivision as the 
added costs of 2 storey are not reflected in end-value of a 2 storey home compared to single storey.  
People are reluctant to buy or rent 2 storey dwellings in CoK LGA.  

Subdivided vacant lot sale prices for vacant land do not offer any financial gain as subdivision costs 
coupled with the decreased value of the existing property on a smaller lot result in the proposition being 
unviable.   

25 2.3 continued. 
Current Housing 
Supply

Land values have decreased over the time period spanned, as shown in the Study Tables.  The report list 
‘Current Housing Supply’; Acacia Parklands Wattle Grove on Welshpool Road East; Acacia Parklands is not 
on Welshpool Road East it is on Hale Road between Wattle Grove Shopping Centre and Tonkin Highway.

27 2.4 Commercial 
Industrial Land 
Supply 

The study refers to the Forrestfield train station and reports the State Government requested the City 
prepare a structure plan to take advantage of the planned train station.  It does not specify a train station 
but in context is Forrestfield North station. 

The study area will be approximately 6.5 km from the Forrestfield North train station, east of the 
Forrestfield Freight Yard.  It will be approximately 2.5 km from the new Kenwick Intermodal Passenger 
Circle Line train station. Although the Intermodal is some time off timing does equate to the same time-
line of the original plan for Wattle Grove of 2030+ urban residential.
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Paragraph 4 refers to the study area industrial land use as a ‘transition’ between the MKSEA industrial use 
and further residential further north and east.  The study area is east of MKSEA with the buffer of Tonkin 
Highway.  Tonkin Highway is an ideal buffer between MKSEA and rural and residential land uses. 

The study does note that further investigation is needed to confirm viability of commercial / light 
industrial uses.

2.5 Major Access 
Points

CoK has already experienced constraints with Hatch Court and exit via Adelaide Road onto Abernethy 
Road; similar constraints will arise in the study area.

30 3.1.1 Employment 
Self-Sufficiency

Part of my career was with ABS – these statistics are easily manipulated - I could go on forever on this.

31 3.3 Industrial 
Development

The concept of using prime environmentally valuable land for industry is contrary to all planning 
objectives.   

The report uses invalid suppositions to justify use as light industry and provides misleading information 
eg: poultry farms and buffers which have not been in existence for many, many years; and at a minimum 
detail in the report suggests little actual research was carried out in the consultants ‘desktop’ report.  
There appears to have been no such concern about poultry farm buffers by City planners permitting 
residential development adjacent to the Altona Hatchery on Hale Road F/Field and adjacent to and 
opposite a school.   

Equally the Dampier – Bunbury Gas Pipeline is used as justification for Light Industry suggesting it is a 
constraint to residential development.  This is not so, there is no specific buffer to the gas pipeline, each 
case is judged on merit, I was referred by the department to Planning Bulletins and advised at length on 
the type f development that has recently taken place beside the pipeline in Brabham.  

34 4 Environmental Both the text and the Tables note species of flora and fauna as unlikely to occur that absolutely do exist 
in the study area and in some cases prolifically.

The report notes wetlands and aboriginal heritage sites and a non-aboriginal site as ‘Homestead’ Crystal 
Brook Road.  Although I could ignore the error as it would better serve my objection to industrial use the 
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wetlands and the aboriginal heritage sites are in the MKSEA west of Tonkin Highway and not in the study 
area.   

34 4.3 Contaminated 
Sites

The report lists 4 contaminated sites within 1km. 

Part of Victoria Road directly abuts the old CoG tip site.  It also notes ‘FORMER’ Caltex service station on 
Welshpool Road East – this service station has always been there, has never at any time closed down and 
still exists today as a PUMA site. 

The report at Table 4. Contaminated Sites Within the Vicinity of the Site (DWER 2017b) notes Lot 9005 
on Plan 40777, Maddington; (old council tip site) Landfill gases have been identified along the eastern 
boundary and the southwest corner of the Site.  Hydrocarbon-impacted groundwater was identified 
across the majority of the Site. Asbestos impacted fill was identified beneath the landfill capping layer 
across a majority of the Site.

36 4.8 Threatened and 
Priority Fauna

The author suggests the site is mostly cleared of native vegetation and unlikely to offer large areas of 
valuable habitat.  

The authors claim is refuted, the author needs to view the site from Lions Lookout Welshpool Road East 
and walk the streets of the study area.  

That officers of a hills council could support the report view and select the study area as feasible for light 
industry use reflects negatively on council.  It is a valid expectation that a hills council reflects 
environmental values, sadly this appears not to be so. 

Valcan Road, as with the surrounding area, is a well-treed environment.  The end of Valcan Road is a 
recorded roosting ground of Carnaby’s cockatoo.  

It is concerning that both last week and this week surveyors have been working both at the 
entrance to Valcan Road and the intersection of Brentwood Road and Welshpool Road East 
and have said they are working on the road changes for the industrial proposal.

37 4.11 Land Use 
Buffers

States THE AREA SOUTH OF CRYSTAL BROOK ROAD MAY BE MORE SUITABLE FOR CONTINUED RURAL 
USES.  Thereafter the report and chosen direction to proceed of council officer ignores this statement. 
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37 4.12.3 Wetlands Notes that relevant areas in the south-west of the study area have been subject to clearing and suggests 
potential to reclassify the wetland area. .  This clearing has been by a proponent of industrial use, turf 
farm proprietor Mr Lovegrove.  The study then proposes that due to this the wetlands could be 
negotiated.  An environmentally sound outcome would be that Mr Lovegrove be made to re-instate the 
wetlands that he has destroyed. Refer to Planning department Wetlands text. 

39 5.2 Power Refers to Hale Road to Mundy Regional Park and West of Hawtin Road as Wattle Grove South; this is a 
sudden inclusion of an area of Forrestfield north of Welshpool Road East and quite some distance from 
the study area.  

Hale Road Forrestfield east of the intersection with Berkshire Road becomes Hawtin Road it is careless 
even with desktop review that it is related to Wattle Grove South when they are kilometres apart.   

Hale Road is Forrestfield from Tonkin Highway east and Wattle Grove from Tonkin Highway to Welshpool 
Road East south west of Tonkin Highway.  

At no point are either anywhere near the study area.  
42 6 Potential Land 

Uses
The preferred option selected by the consultants and City officers at the 31 January 2018 meeting is not 
justifiable. Critical assessment tools for effective assessment of a project or study do not appear to have 
been employed.     

Community expectation post 2030 was urban residential.  Given the State Government directive that the 
existing 16,000 hectares of rural zone land will not be increased in the future, it would be an advantage 
to the future environmental value of the area if urban residential use were coupled with an area of Rural 
Residential.

This option would show the City to have the same commitment to maintaining the environment that has 
been shown by the City of Gosnells.  It would meet the needs of the community, and would be in the 
interests of Orderly and Proper Planning as a slowly evolving development area.  It would secure the rural 
environment and habitat and create logical transition to the hills national parks.  

43 - 45 6.2 Approach There is already an excess of industrial land and at current sales and leasing rates it will take many years 
to absorb the current excess. 

Feasibility study Tables are presented listing pros and cons; 
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Option 1 Residential Development lists           12 pros and 6 cons
Option 2 Industrial Development lists              19 pros and 8 cons

No standard or weighted objective criteria appear to have been used in assessing the pros and cons.  The 
% valuations of pros and cons of each appear biased towards industrial use; for example page 44 dot 
point ‘compatible use / interface with existing landfill site to south and dot point Industrial development is 
not constrained by the Dampier – Bunbury gas pipeline should equally be a ‘pro’ in Option : Residential as 
there is also no encumbrance from the pipeline against residential use. 

That industrial ratepayers do not require provision of community infrastructure and resources; eg: 
libraries is used as a ‘pro’.  Equally Rural Zone ratepayer do not require or want those facilities. 

The pros and cons listed are subjective.  Usual business practice critical assessment tools for effective 
assessment of a project or study are not used.  

Report examples of cons are: impacts from new runway future flight paths noise.  The new runway is 
parallel to the existing runway and the greatest impact will be over areas already impacted by aircraft; 
the Wattle Grove Primary School area, and above Queens Park.  

The study area will be affected by aircraft no more than currently, officer overlaid flight paths over 
whatever address provided and showed take-off and landing scenarios.  By the time aircraft are over the 
study area they are high enough in the sky to have no real impact.  

The decibal level quoted by City officers is 65 decibals, a push lawnmower is 70 – 80 decibals, a ride-on 
mower is 95+ decibals. A truck passing you in the street is upwards of 95 decibals. Normal speaking 
voice in any room is around 65 decibals. 

Likewise the study cons include Dampier – Bunbury Gas Pipeline Buffers, this is referred to above at page 
31 – there is no specific buffer and playing fields, cycle paths, road verges etc. are all acceptable.  
Examples provided by the department included in the suburb of Brabham. 

The Industrial Development Pros and Cons road realignment and freight impacts are noted as pros;CoG 
residents impacted by this massive 11x traffic volume increase would not consider this an pro.  
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Equally it notes as a pro the suitable interface with existing landfill site to the south.  Presumably this 
refers to CoG old tip site which has not been in existence for over 20 years. 

It does note as a con the possible community concern and opposition to industrial land use.  Opposition is 
a certainty not a possibility. 

The most absurd suggestion where appears several times in the report is that rerouting of the rail line, at 
one point suggesting a train station in Brentwood Road.  

The KENWICK INTERMODAL  for the circle-line train interchange is at Roe Highway / Welshpool Road it is 
both preposterous and bizarre to suggest the rail would be moved to accommodate such a small 
proposed light industrial area.   

45 6.3 Summary States the preferred option was agreed by the team.  

It would appear to have satisfied the pre-decided agenda where the proposal was weighted.

6.3.3 Land Use 
Integration 

Gas pipeline and poultry farms once again used as justification for industrial when the farms have not 
existed for many years and the gas pipeline is no impediment to urban residential or rural residential use, 
a cycle path is an ideal use. 

Clear delineation already exists with buffers and boundaries of Tonkin Highway, Welshpool Road East and 
Kelvin Road.   

The logical option for the study area is Rural Residential; no infrastructure cost to the City, satisfying the 
needs and expectation of ratepayers rather than a few individual landholders maintaining a valuable 
environment and providing an positive interface with proposed use to 2050 with adjacent CoG property.  

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
2 Introduction Dot point 5:  land located south of Welshpool Road East abutting the CoG ……..as a result of the MKSEA.  

Implies proximity relationship to the MKSEA.  The MKSEA is separated from the study area, on the 
opposite side of Tonkin Highway.
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4 EELS The sub-region of NE proposed an additional 424 hectares of industrial land for the whole sub region.  
CoK proposed contribution of 240 hectares; over 50% of the whole contribution area.  Given that Swan is 
proposed as the largest growth area it is a logical concept that the greatest contributed proportion of 
industrial land would be in Swan. particularly as Swan has less fragmented land ownership and the 
greatest areas of possible greenfield developable land.  A point referred to in the following section ‘NE 
Sub Regional Planning Framework’ with reference to quote: Opportunities for additional industrial land 
may need to be borne by the rest of the sub-region’ unquote. 

11 Tables: City of 
Gosnells

The tables rightly concede that the CoG MKSEA provides an alternative industrial land supply.  It notes 
that Maddington is south of Wattle Grove, the area of Wattle Grove west of the study area is south of 
Wattle Grove, Maddington is south-east of the study area and divided and buffer separated by Tonkin 
Highway. 

33 6.4 MKSEA The text says CoK land area is approximately 13% of the total in MKSEA.  It goes on to say that ‘leases 
and sales mainly to freight, logistics and warehousing operators’.  This is somewhat of an exaggeration, 
currently there is Bunnings Distribution Centre, Makita Distribution Centere and offices and two other 
minor businesses.  Take-up of MKSEA is so sluggish that the infrastructure to the remainder of Precinct 1 
has not been committed to and there is as yet no infrastructure at all in the other three Precincts.  The 
Mayor of Gosnells has spoken at public meetings regarding his attempts to entice white collar IT type 
business into MKSEA as take-up of the development is so slow. 
The table ‘snapshot’  lists headings of Criteria and Existing it goes on the define the CoK 13% of MKSEA 
equating to 20.4 hectares.  

Even if using minimum lot size the stats provided do not add up to 20.4 hectares.
1 – 2 ha:  24 lots;   assume @ 1 ha = 24 ha
2 -3 ha: 1 lot, assume @ 2 ha          = 2ha 
3 – 4 ha: 5 lots, assume   3 ha lots = 15ha
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Attachment 2
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Wattle Grove South
Community Workshops Summary
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